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NOTE 


The  cover  shows  the  photographic  reproduction 
of  a  document  which  the  author  succeeded  in 
smuggling  out  of  Belgium  when  he  escaped  in 
November.  The  document  is  a  formal  intimation 
of  the  decease  of  four  civilian  members  of  one 
family  on  the  same  day  at  a  little  town  in  Bel- 
gium. They  were,  in  fact,  shot  down  by  the 
Germans.  A  glance  at  the  names  and  ages  of 
the  victims  precludes  any  suggestion  that  they 
were  snipers,  but  a  more  significant  fact  is 
revealed  by  the  date  of  the  announcement.  The 
relatives  of  the  victims  did  not  dare  to  announce 
their  death  till  over  a  month  after  the  tragedy, 
and  then  only  in  the  formal  terms  of  a  mourning 
notice.  For  those  who  cannot  read  between  the 
lines  the  single  letter  beneath  the  cross  signifies 
that  the  deceased  died  no  natural  or  accidental 
death. 
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PREFACE 


As  an  exile,  and  one  unable  to  serve  my  country 
in  the  ranks,  I  have  recourse  to  a  weapon  that 
the  Germans  like  little  better  than  cold  steel — 
the  pen.  For  the  last  ten  years  I  have  been 
fighting  them  to  the  best  of  my  ability  by 
methodically  denouncing  in  my  newspaper 
their  system  of  espionage.  This  attack  by  an 
insignificant  journalist,  followed  and  preceded 
as  it  was  by  many  others,  had  the  misfortune 
to  displease  the  Germans,  who  proceeded  to 
draw  up  a  black-list  of  writers.  This  task  was 
undertaken  by  the  German  Embassy  at  Brus- 
sels, with  the  distinguished  assistance  of  the 
Deutsche  Bank.  Various  persons  have  been 
credited  with  the  composition  of  this  list,  but 
it  was  significant  that  the  German  Embassy 
subscribed  to  my  paper,  interested  no  doubt  in 
my  anti-German  campaign,  and  the  black-book 
of  the  Deutsche  Bank,  which  I  saw  on  the  desk 
of  M.  Grean  of  Liege,  then  Secretary  of  the 
Bank,  removed  all  grounds  of  doubt.  There 
I  read  my  own  name  and  that  of  my  paper 
written  in  red  ink  with  undecipherable  com- 
ments.    I  have  since  learnt  from  a  reliable 
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authority,  who  is  in  touch  with  the  parties 
interested,  that  this  information,  with  all  the 
articles  unfavourable  to  Germany  published  in 
Belgium,  was  sent  to  Berlin,  where  it  is  classi- 
fied, annotated,  and  earmarked. 

In  spite  of  this  I  spent  three  months  in 
Belgium  during  the  German  occupation, 
leaving  on  the  day  that  our  friends  of  the 
Kommandantur  devoted  their  leisure  to  con- 
sulting their  lists  of  the  proscribed.  Thanks 
to  a  forged  passport,  I  succeeded  in  passing 
the  German  lines,  and  escaped  the  fate  of 
several  Belgian  journalist^,  who  were  deported, 
and  are  now  rotting  in  German  prisons. 

In  the  succeeding  pages  I  have  endeavoured 
to  set  forth  the  facts  with  which  my  profession 
before  the  war  and  my  experience  in  the  con- 
quered land  gave  mean  intimate  acquaintance. 

If  there  are  any  who,  after  reading  this  book, 
still  regard  Germany  as  a  nation  forced  into 
war,  either  I  cannot  tell  the  truth,  or  they 
cannot  understand  it. 

R.  C.  de  Weerdt. 

Oxford, 

March,  ipl $. 
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CHAPTER  I 

PROBLEM  AND  SOLUTION 

Floods  of  ink  and  tons  of  valuable  paper  are 
being  wasted  in  attempts  to  appreciate  the 
German  mind  of  to-day  and  to  define  the 
hidden  causes  of  the  war  of  19 14.  Yet  the 
solution  of  this  intricate  problem  will  appear 
quite  plain  to  anyone  who  analyses  it  as  I 
have  done  in  the  following  pages. 

The  solution  is  ruthless,  clear,  and  trenchant 
as  a  sword-stroke  :  we  are  fighting  a  nation 
of  madmen — no  harmless  lunatics,  mind,  but 
malignant  maniacs  let  loose  with  hideous 
method  upon  Europe.  If  we  cannot  contrive 
to  put  them  under  restraint,  Europe  will  be 
completely  crushed  beneath  the  heel  of 
Germany.  Believe  me,  we  are  dealing 
with  madmen,  with  less  claim  to  our  pity  than 
those  whom  humail  kindness  strives  to  cure 
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in  asylums,  and  with  less  excuse  than  the 
barbarians,  thieves,  brigands,  satyrs,  or  mur- 
derers that  civilisation  tries  to  bring  to  jus- 
tice. We  must  not  be  surprised,  then,  at 
anything  they  do. 

Where  shall  we  find  the  remedy  for  Ger- 
many's ailment?  Not  in  these  pages,  nor  in 
any  that  claim  to  have  discovered  it,  I  am  sure. 
The  only  true  remedy  is  to  be  found  in  the 
trenches,  rifle  in  hand.  Any  other  course  is 
hopeless, 

Frankly,  I  am  ashamed  of  this  book,  the 
work  of  an  unhappy  exile,  and  contemptible 
beside  the  splendid  heroism  of  the  soldiers  of 
my  country.  Yet  I  believe  the  subject  de- 
serves more  than  a  hundred  hurried  pages.  It 
will  be  the  work  of  to-morrow,  in  liberated 
Belgium,  elaborated  in  the  calm  of  the  study 
by  the  light  of  fresh  stores  of  evidence.  You 
must  not  look  for  a  definitive  treatise  in  this 
medley  of  articles  feverishly  scribbled  in  the 
heat  of  events  for  the  hospitable  English  Press. 
These  notes,  knocked  together  in  hotels,  steam- 
boats and  trains,  vividly  develop  ideas  which 
fly  about  in  the  present  atmosphere  of  War. 
In  collecting  the  best  and  most  reasonable 
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of  them  I  am  glad  to  save  them  from  the 
ephemeral  life  of  the  newspaper  article, 
swamped  by  the  all-absorbing  interest  of  the 
despatches  from  the  front.  Moreover,  they 
are  an  attempt  at  a  rude  lesson  which  must  be 
brought  home  as  widely  as  possible  to  the 
Public — Public  with  a  capital  P.  There — in 
the  hands  of  the  salesman  and  his  customer, 
the  agent,  the  small  shareholder,  the  labourer, 
and  the  broker— lies  the  key  to  the  peace  of 
Europe.    May  to-day's  lesson  bear  its  fruits. 

Only  let  the  Public  boycott  Germany  and 
the  Germans,  and  the  German  Peril  will  be 
a  thing  of  the  past. 

What  have  our  legislators  ever  done  to 
safeguard  their  country  against  the  German 
menace  ?  Nothing.  On  the  contrary,  they 
played  into  the  hands  of  Berlin.  Yet  they 
knew.  And  if  they  had  braved  the  Imperial 
wrath  and  demanded  an  explanation  of  the 
German  exploitation  of  Belgium;  if  they  had 
adopted  a  policy  of  Protection;  if  they  had 
protested  against  the  strategic  works  of  the 
Germans  on  the  Eastern  frontier;  if  they  had 
not  been  the  minions  of  Berlin;  if  they  had 
torn  the  mask  from  the  face  of  Pan-Germanism, 
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there  would  have  been  an  end  to  the  Kaiser's 
dreams  of  conquest. 

But  our  legislators  kept  their  mouths  shut. 
How,  then,  was  the  Public  to  know  its  peril? 

Our  legislators  kept  their  mouths  shut  in 
Belgium—as  everywhere  else — and  Germany 
prepared  for  this  war  under  cover  of  a  vast 
conspiracy  of  silence.  Europe  let  herself  be 
meshed  by  the  tireless  German  spider  :  to-day 
she  is  struggling  in  the  marvellously  intricate 
toils. 

What  a  lesson !  In  future  there  must  be 
no  secrets.  We  must  frankly  undertake  the 
education  of  the  Public  in  order  that  the  Ger- 
man conspiracy  against  Europe  may  be  known 
to  all.  There  must  be  no  question  of  expos- 
ing our  children  to  these  horrors.  We  must 
efficiently  complete  the  work  of  those  sage 
diplomatists  whose  red  tape  could  not  restrain 
the  monster  beyond  the  Rhine.  Given  a  nation 
in  arms,  given  the  free  expression  of  opinion, 
the  obstinate  determination  of  all  the  Allies 
to  put  Germany  beyond  the  pale  of  civilized 
nations,  and  their  unanimous  desire  to  cure  this 
'World  Power'  madness,  and  the  prize  will  be 
Peace — Peace  for  a  century  at  least. 


CHAPTER  II 

MORAL  DETERIORATION  OF  GERMANY 

It  is  clear  that  the  great  German  Empire  is 
really  experiencing  a  kind  of  moral  deteriora- 
tion. We  are  the  civilised  peoples  :  they  have 
stagnated  for  centuries.  It  is  in  this  fact 
that  we  shall  find  the  cause  of  their  present 
behaviour.  It  began  with  the  thesis  that  the 
German  was  a  superman  by  virtue  of  his 
blue-eyed  dolichocephalic  type,  whence  they 
deduced  the  claims  of  the  German  people  to 
moral  and  physical  predominance.  This  thesis 
was  enthusiastically  adopted  by  all  the  German 
Hen  Doctors  for  lack  of  ideas  of  their  own. 
But  it  is  easy  to  refute.  Jean  Finot,  in  a 
number  of  the  Revue  de  Paris,  successfully 
confuted  these  zealots,  who  relied  on  'an 
exceptional    cephalic    index    which  would 
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guarantee  the  Germans  every  virtue  and  every 
right/    What  nonsense ! 

1  Dolichocephalism,  being  merely  a  particular 
form  of  the  skull,  has  nothing  to  do  with  our 
moral  and  intellectual  qualities?  Again  :  c  The 
Aryan  origin  of  the  Germans  is  based  on 
legend,  the  Aryan  race,  strictly  speaking,  never 
having  existed'  Jean  Finot  finally  declares 
that  'the  famous  "narrow  skull,"  consisting  of 
a  cephalic  index  below  j6,  which  so  enraptures 
the  Pangermanists,  because  they  attribute  it 
almost  solely  to  the  Germans,  is  in  reality  a 
characteristic  of  several  primitive  savage  tribes, 
uncivilized  in  every  instance.  We  meet  it 
especially  among  the  Hottentots,  the  Kroo 
Negroes,  the  Mushi-Kongo  and  Ba-Kongo 
(73)i  the  Ashantis  in  Africa,  the  Papuans  of 
New  Guinea  (74),  the  Ainus  of  Sakhalin,  the 
Hurons  and  Botocudos,  and  the  Tasmanians 
in  Oceania? 

The  Germans  are  in  good  company :  their 
barbarism  need  cause  us  no  further  surprise ! 

Be  that  as  it  may,  it  is  a  certain  fact  that 
these  fancies  really  gave  birth  to  the  Pan- 
germanist  movement  launched  by  the  Trans- 
Rhenish  intellectuals.  Belgium,  as  these  pages 
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will  show,  furnishes  one  of  the  most  striking 
economic  proofs. 

As  soon  as  they  were  in  possession  of  anthro- 
pological proofs  (!)  of  Teuton  superiority  it 
was  quick  work  for  German  savants  to  analyse 
the  general  superiorities  of  the  German  brain 
and  to  teach  the  younger  generation  of  Ger- 
mans the  social  duties  which  thus  devolved 
upon  them.  Thus  the  Pangermanists  have 
drawn  up  a  sort  of  national  catechism,  in  which 
Woltman,  for  example,  declares  that '  Germany 
has  reached  the  greatest  heights  of  civilisation 
owing  to  the  perfect  organisation  of  the  Ger- 
man brain.9 

Reimer,  author  of  i  P  anger  man  Germany 
deduces  from  these  sentimental  doctrines  the 
most  practical  conclusions.  He  states  that,  if 
the  Germans  are  the  first  race  in  the  world, 
all  the  other  races  ought  to  submit  to  their 
sway.  To  ensure  the  development  of  the 
German  people  it  is  necessary,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, c to  destroy  the  other  peoples  and  races' 
To  this  end  Reimer  says  they  must  be  vowed 
to  sterility.  Thorman,  another  respected  Pan- 
germanist  writer  with  a  large  following,  de- 
clares that  'In  a  short  space  of  time  the  world 
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will  see  this:  the  German  flag  will  shelter  86 
millions  of  Germans,  and  they  will  govern  an 
empire  of  139  millions  of  Europeans' 

The  following  extract  from  his  Gross- 
deutschland  und  Mitteleuropa  urn  das  Jahr 
1930  (Berlin,  1905)  confirms  the  preceding 
statement : 

i  Without  doubt  Germans  will  not  be  the 
only  inhabitants  of  the  new  empire  thus  con* 
stituted,  but  they  alone  will  govern;  they  alone 
will  enjoy  political  rights,  serve  in  the  army 
and  navy,  and  alone  be  able  to  conquer  the 
World.  They  will  then  have,  as  in  the  Middle 
Ages,  the  feeling  of  being  a  nation  of  masters. 
They  will,  however,  allow  the  foreigners  living 
under  their  rule  to  perform  the  less  important 
tasks' 

It  would  be  childish  to  regard  these  various 
professions  of  faith  as  the  mere  vapourings  of 
savants.  We  are  discovering — late  enough ! — 
in  their  teaching  the  popular  religion  of  Ger- 
many, and  we  may  safely  assume  that  Woltman, 
Reimer,  Thorman,(  &c,  had  each  of  them  a 
large  following,  conscious  or  unconscious, 
among  the  Kaiser's  soldiers.  And  if  they 
destroyed  buildings  and  their  tenants  with  such 
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zeal,  it  was  because  they  were  sincerely  con- 
vinced that  '  the  Teutonic  race,  having  nothing 
in  common  with  the  rest  of  humanity,  ought  to 
suppress  as  many  representatives  as  possible  of 
the  inferior  races/1  and  that  they  ought  besides, 
by  crushing  all  competition  of  hostile  countries, 
to  afford  greater  economic  scope  to  Germany. 

To  turn  to  the  realm  of  fact.  Let  me  quote 
a  declaration  by  the  Principal  of  the  Technical 
School  at  Charlottenburg  to  his  pupils.  It 
differs  from  the  preceding  ones  only  in  phrase- 
ology, and  is  inspired  by  the  same  passion  for 
World  Power  which  fills  the  jealous  and 
partisan  hearts  of  all  Germans,  from  the  lowest 
to  the  highest. 

'My  pupils/  says  this  model  pedagogue, 
1  you  are  going  to  leave  us.  Go  abroad.  God 
has  given  you  ears  and  eyes,  but  above  all 
things  do  not  forget  your  note-books.  When 
you  are  abroad  use  those  eyes  and  ears,  and 
take  notes,  and  when  you  have  collected 
enough  information  come  back  to  us.  Then 
between  us  we  shall  be  able  to  divert  what  is 
left  of  foreign  trade  to  Germany.  Deutsch- 
land  Tiber  allesV  ' 

1  Cf.  Jean  Fihot,  La  grande  Croisade  des  civilises. 
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A  pretty  speech !  when  you  compare  it  with 
the  attitude  of  us  who  have  welcomed  German 
industry  and  come  near  to  admiring  German 
philosophy.  One  cannot  help  feeling  to-day 
that  each  of  these  statements,  each  of  these 
evidences  of  German  policy  or  German  Kultur 
is  the  expression  of  minds  utterly  corrupted 
and  alienated  from  true  morality  and  true 
civilisation. 

Small  wonder  if  these  principles  have  com- 
pletely ruined  Germany,  perverted  her  ambi- 
tions, and  so  changed  the  German  character 
as  to  cause  that  moral  deterioration  from  which 
the  whole  German  mind  is  suffering  to-day, 
and  we  with  it. 

This  is  my  first  conclusion,  which  I  will 
express  simply  thus  :  We  find  ourselves  face 
to  face  with  a  people  which  has  been  converted 
by  its  Professors  to  a  fanatical  belief  in  the 
doctrine  of  its  might  and  its  culture.  Their 
morbid  admiration  for  themselves,  their  hege- 
monic ambitions  fostered  by  the  Pangermanists, 
have  made  the  Germans  beings  apart  in  20th 
century  civilisation. 
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PANGERMANISM 

The  War  of  1914  is  a  clear  and  incontestable 
outgrowth  of  the  German  principle  of  im- 
morality. The  creed  of  'Force'  has  served  to 
prepare  the  Germans  for  this  pagan  war — the 
Great  Crusade  of  the  white  Saracens  of  the 
twentieth  century. 

And  wonderfully  well  prepared  it  was  !  The 
guiding  spirit  throughout  is  the  creed  which 
determines  the  behaviour  of  every  German, 
from  the  humble  clerk — who  steals  his  master's 
list  of  customers  in  order  to  set  up  opposite 
him  with  capital  no  one  dreamt  of — to  the 
politician  who  looks  on  international  treaties  as 
'  scraps  of  paper.5  1  Might  conquers  right 9 ! 
Chancellor  Bethmann-Hollweg  has  the  effron- 
tery publicly  to  profess  this  principle  in  order 
to  justify  the  violation  of  Belgian  neutrality. 
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*  Right  conquers  Might/  retorted  M.  Deschanel, 
President  of  the  Chambre  des  Deputes ;  and 
this  contradiction  defines  the  gulf  which  separ- 
ates the  Teuton  from  the  Latin  outlook. 

To  attain  her  ends  the  monstrous  German 
spider  has  woven  about  the  World  a  vast  and 
meticulous  web  of  espionage  and  commercial 
enterprise.  No  country  has  escaped  her  slow, 
sure,  and  systematic  method  of  attack.  The 
object  was  to  prepare  little  by  little,  country 
by  country,  for  the  conquest  of  the  world. 
I  am  not  exaggerating:  the  Kaiser  himself 
undertook  to  reveal  to  the  World  the  first 
objective  of  Pangermanism.  On  the  28th  of 
August,  1898,  in  the  course  of  a  speech  pro- 
nounced at  Mayence,  he  says, 

1  The  unity  and  consolidation  of  all  the  Ger- 
man nations  is  essential? 
On  the  3rd  of  January,  1899,  he  says  to  the 
Diet  of  Brandenburg. 

'We  aim  at  reuniting  all  the  Germans  to 
form  a  solid  block? 

He  does  not  yet  state  whom  he  wants  to  crush 
beneath  this  block.  On  the  28th  of  October 
he  confesses  the  ambition  of  his  life  in  a 
speech  to  his  Council  of  State : 
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'My  dearest  ambition  is  to  destroy  every- 
thing that  keeps  the  great  German  race 
asunder' 

In  saying  this  he  is  in  complete  accord  with 
his  officers,  and  in  1900  Colonel  Bernhardt 
head  of  the  historical  section  of  the  Grand 
Council  of  State,  thus  closed  a  conference  with 
German  officers  : 

1  We  all  realise  that  the  mission  of  the  Ger- 
man Empire  is  incomplete,  since  that  mission 
consists  in  forming  the  nucleus  round  which 
to  group  all  the  scattered  elements  of  the  Ger- 
man race,  and  in  extending  her  sphere  of 
influence/ 

Thus  we  begin  to  learn  the  purpose  of  the 
Kaiser's  famous  'block';  patience,  we  are  to 
know  all;  for  when  the  Teuton  nations  are 
grouped  together  in  the  Holy  Roman  Empire 
of  Germany,  the  Germans  will  not  forget  their 
heaven-sent  mission  of  usurping  the  domina- 
tion of  the  entire  Globe. 

Here  is  the  proof.  Baron  Bronsart  von 
Schellendorf,  the  Kaiser's  confidential  friend, 
sets  the  'block'  in  motion.  He  writes  these 
very  words  in  one  of  his  books  : 

'We  proclaim  from   henceforth   that  our 
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nation  has  a  right  not  only  to  the  North  Sea, 
but  to  the  Mediterranean,  and  the  Atlantic  as 
well.  So  we  shall  annex  successively  Den- 
mark, Holland,  Belgium,  Franche-Comte, 
North  Switzerland,  and  Livonia;  then  Trieste 
and  Venice;  and  finally  the  North  of  France 
from  the  Somme  to  the  Loire.9 

To  justify  these  outrages  on  Civilisation  he 
adds  : 

'  We  must  not  lose  sight  of  the  task  of  civili- 
sation laid  upon  us  by  the  Will  of  Heaven  9 

So  the  Pangermanists  will  persist  in  justify- 
ing their  work  by  dubbing  it  '  Heaven-sent.' 

It  is  appropriate  here  to  note  that  the  Ger- 
man outlook  has  remained  steadfastly  the  same 
from  the  birth  of  Pangermanism  to  its  culmina- 
tion in  war.  Intellectual  Germany,  which  with 
its  torch  of  *  Kultur 9  has  lighted  the  masses  to 
the  present  European  disaster,  has  never  con- 
tradicted nor  run  counter  to  itself — has  never 
swerved  from  a  well-defined,  strong  and  un- 
faltering line  of  action. 

We  must  not,  then,  ascribe  the  War  of  19 14 
to  political  events.  Germany  wanted  it  with 
her  whole  heart :  she  has  only  cast  about  for 
diplomatic  pretexts  to  justify  her  in  the  eyes 
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of  the  nations  whose  sympathy  she  wanted  at 
the  moment.  She  thought  she  had  seized  a 
favourable  opportunity  to  realise  her  ambitions. 
This  decision  coincided  with  the  fact  of  surplus 
population  which  has  been  responsible  for  the 
invasion  of  the  four  quarters  of  the  Globe  by 
Germans  for  the  last  fifty  years;  and  people 
look  to  find  the  origin  of  the  war  in  the  light 
of  these  political  and  social  events.  But  the 
origin  is  not  there  :  it  is  in  the  dolichocephalic 
skull  of  the  Pangermanists.  If  you  do  not 
believe  me,  consult  the  most  prominent  Ger- 
man journalist,  Maximilian  Harden,  the  turbu- 
lent director  of  the  notorious  Zukunft.  Only 
last  month  he  cynically  writes  : 

'Let  us  abandon  our  contemptible  efforts  to 
justify  Germany's  conduct:  have  done  with  this 
lying  attempt  to  deceive  the  enemy.  We  did 
not  plunge  into  this  formidable  adventure 
against  our  will,  as  a  nation  set  upon.  We 
wanted  this  war,  and  we  were  right  in  wanting 
it.  We  are  not  arraigned  before  the  tribunal 
of  Europe;  we  do  not  regard  her  jurisdic- 
tion. Our  power  will  create  a  new  law  in 
Europe.  Germany  strikes!  When  she  has 
subdued  new  realms  to  her  genius,  the  priests 
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of  every  religion  will  bless  "the  Good  War"' 
It  is  clear — so  clear  that  comment  is  needless. 

To  proceed  methodically  :  watch  for  a  moment 
this  German  spider  weaving  her  commercial 
snare  about  the  World,  and  note  that  in  every 
country  victimised  by  her  Germany's  apparent 
absorption  in  commercial  affairs  was  merely  the 
cloak  of  some  formidable  strategic  activity. 
The  Pangermanists  set  out  by  rallying  the  men 
of  German  origin  in  every  nation.  To  this  end 
Deputy  Hasse  created  in  1894  that  mighty 
association,  the  'All-German  League,'  which, 
with  its  significant  motto,  'Remember  you  are 
a  German' — an  imperial  summons  to  duty- 
contained  in  19 10  one  hundred  and  eighty-four 
branches,  each  several  thousand  strong,  all 
over  the  World.  The  action  of  this  League 
is  supported  by  religious  associations  such  as 
the  Guslavadolfverein  and  the  Evangelischer 
Bund.  xA.gain,  the  Allgemeiner  deutsche 
Schulverein,  with  its  huge  capital,  has  for  its 
mission  the  creation  of  German  schools 
throughout  the  World — dangerous  nests  of 
Herr  Doctors,  Herr  Professors,  and  Herr 
Spies.  Finally,  the  Odinverein  undertakes 
to  popularise  the  Pangermanist  ideal  by  means 
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of  pictures.  To  these  mother  organisations  are 
affiliated  branches  of  various  societies,  such  as 
the  Germania  and  the  N ederduitsche  Bond, 
which,  in  Belgian  Flanders,  by  uniting  Flemish 
and  Germans  in  common  aspirations,  has  con- 
tributed not  a  little  to  betray  Belgium  morally 
and  economically  to  Germany — the  Latin 
Walloons  to  the  Flemish  Pangermanists. 

So  much  for  the  mighty  scheme  :  now  let 
us  study  its  multiplex  activities. 


CHAPTER  IV 
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Austria-Hungary. 

In  the  last  few  years  Germany  has  gained 
political  and  economic  domination  over  the 
Hapsburg  empire.  The  Deutsche  Bank, 
which  holds  the  threads  of  Pan-German 
finance,  has  Austro-German  interests  so  firmly 
in  its  grip  that  Austria-Hungary  would  be 
faced  writh  ruin  if  she  tried  to  break  the  intri- 
cate ties  which  bind  her  to  Germany  much  more 
closely  than  Germany  to  her.  Politically,  the 
Germans  have  founded  in  this  coveted  empire 
powerful  societies  designed  to  spread  their 
influence,  which  buy  up  the  Austro-Hungarian 
newspapers  and  create  an  influential  Pan- 
germanist  press.  William  II  secures  the 
friendship  of  the  aristocracy  and  the  political 
leaders  by  magnificent  presents.  Over  the 
latter  he  exercises  the  strictest  control  by 
buying  their  consciences.     Out  of  ninety-five 
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Austro-Hungarian  Members  of  Parliament  we 
find  seventy-two  declaring  themselves  in  favour 
of  the  annexation  of  Austria-Hungary  by 
Germany,  wrhile  the  Deputy  Turk  goes  so  far 
as  to  demand  the  immediate  invasion  of 
Austria-Hungary  by  the  German  armies.  The 
German  Socialist  party  aids  the  Emperor's 
policy  by  preaching  the  failure  of  the  patriotic 
ideal  at  Vienna  and  extolling  the  same  ideal 
at  Berlin.  The  Pangermanists  promote  dis- 
sension in  the  Army  so  as  to  weaken  and  render 
it  ineffectual :  they  use  religious  differences  to 
their  ends,  and  cultivate  the  antagonism  be- 
tween the  Germans,  Slavs,  Magyars  and  Latins 
of  Austria-Hungary.  Finally,  they  exploit 
Pan-Serbian  policy  so  skilfully  that  they  suc- 
ceeded in  driving  poor  old  Francis  Joseph  into 
starting  the  fray  on  the  pretext  of  exacting 
punishment  for  the  crime  of  Serajevo. 

Turkey. 

6  Once  upon  a  time  there  was  a  notoriously 
sick  man — Turkey — the  succession  to  whose 
throne  was  long  coveted,'  writes  Gabriel 
Hanotaux  in  his  'History  of  the  European 
W ar?    Germany,  and  hence  Austria-Hungary, 
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laid  hands  on  this  unhappy  country  with  the 
assurance  of  clever  pickpockets  lifting  a  purse. 
Germany  and  Austria  made  no  secret  of  their 
aims.  They  undertook  the  celebrated  Bagdad 
railway  campaign;  insinuated  themselves  into 
the  Turkish  Army  and  Navy  lists ;  secured  the 
military  mission  to  Turkey  and  the  monopoly 
of  the  Turkish  Army  supplies ;  and  found  the 
Sultan's  loans.  Everyone  knows  the  result — 
the  pitiable  exhibition  made  by  the  Turkish 
Army  when  it  actually  came  to  fight. 

Switzerland. 

Though  Belgium  was  the  eventual  victim, 
Germany  thought  at  first  that  she  could  get 
through  Switzerland.  Bernhardi,  in  his  cynical 
way,  put  the  question,  1  Through  Belgium,  or 
through  Switzerland?*  Switzerland  was  care- 
fully worked :  the  German  station  at  Bale  is 
ready;  the  Germans  control  the  international 
St.  Gothard  railway;  they  have  wormed  them- 
selves into  all  the  Swiss  financial,  industrial 
and  commercial  concerns;  and  have  bought  a 
good  many  newspapers  outright.  The  Ziiricher 
Zeitung  is  a  well-known  Germanophile,  but 
it  is  surpassed  by  the  Professor  of  Zurich 
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University  (an  offshoot  of  the  German  Univer- 
sities) who  in  1902  demanded  with  absolute 
impunity  the  annexation  of  Switzerland  by 
Germany,  so  strong  is  German  influence.  Two 
months  ago  another  Swiss  professor,  Hugo  de 
Laparede,  spoke  in  public  in  defence  of  Ger- 
many and  in  approval  of  the  violation  of 
Belgian  neutrality.  Finally,  Pangermanists 
advocate  emigration  from  Germany  into 
Switzerland.  A  quarter  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Zurich  are  German,  so  are  a  third  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Bale.  German-Swiss  military 
and  diplomatic  relations  appear  to  have  been 
very  intimate :  witness  the  recent  military 
manoeuvres  presided  over  by  the  Kaiser.  In 
short,  all  was  ready.  But  all  at  once  Italy 
struck — and  dissolved  the  Triple  Alliance. 
Now,  Italy's  complicity  was  necessary  to  per- 
mit of  a  German  march  on  Lyons — so  Berlin 
decided  to  go  through  Belgium.  How  Bis- 
marck must  have  turned  in  his  grave — 
Bismarck,  who  so  feared  the  power  of  Eng- 
land that  he  suggested  to  Napoleon  III  that 
he  should  annex  Belgium,  in  the  diabolic 
hope  of  seeing  the  French  with  the  English 
on  their  backs ! 
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Holland. 

This  is  an  interesting  country  from  a 
strategic  point  of  view.  A  German  writer 
without  Baron  Bronsart  von  Schellendorf s 
impudence  stated  the  other  day  by  implication 
that  Germany  coveted  Rotterdam;  if  the 
German  armies  had  been  decisively  victorious 
hitherto,  our;  Pangermanist  scribbler  would 
have  annexed  the  whole  of  Holland.  Since 
1 815  German  writers  have  made  no  secret  of 
their  plan  of  attaching  the  Netherlands  to 
Germany.  One  of  these  en/ants  terribles  of 
mother  Germany  has  drawn  up  all  these 
reasons  : 

(1)  Holland,  which  is  merely  the  pro- 
longation of  the  Rhine  valley,  cannot  have 
a  separate  existence  from  the  basin  of  the 
Rhine. 

(2)  Rotterdam  is  the  natural  outlet  for 
Rhenish  manufactures.  Hitherto  these 
manufactures  have  been  subject  to  the  Dutch 
customs  tariff,  even  in  the  case  of  goods 
destined  for  Western  Germany.  This  is 
intolerable. 

(3)  The  German  navy  can  only  reach  its 
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full  development  if  it  can  rely  upon  the 
Netherlands  coast. 

(4)  Queen  Wilhelmina's  little  army  consti- 
tutes a  real  danger  to  Germany,  for  it  could 
easily  circumvent  the  fortifications  and 
natural  barriers  of  the  empire. 

(5)  In  case  of  war  Germany  can  only 
procure  supplies  through  Dutch  ports. 

(6)  Holland  is  a  Germanic  country  on  the 
same  grounds  as  Bavaria  and  Saxony. 

(7)  Holland  is  too  weak  by  itself  to 
defend  its  territory  and  colonies,  which  are 
exposed  to  the  greed  of  the  Great  Powers. 

(8)  Finally,  Germany  is  the  only  saving 
power  for  Holland. 

Accordingly,  without  consulting  the  wishes  of 
Holland,  Germany  allied  herself  to  the 
Netherlands  by  advantageous  commercial 
treaties  which  have  caused  German  trade  with 
the  Netherlands  to  increase  in  fantastic  propor- 
tions. Rotterdam  has  become  a  German  town 
in  the  same  way  as  Antwerp.  Finally,  the 
marriage  of  the  Queen  of  Holland  to  a  Ger- 
man prince  has  crowned  Pangermanic  aspira- 
tions.   The  Germans  still  believe  that  only  a 
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Mecklenburg  can  aspire  to  succeed  to  Wil- 
helmina's  throne. 

Now,  the  Hague  Government  has  preferred 
to  maintain  a  neutrality  which  it  claims  to  be 
very  strict,  in  spite  of  certain  Belgian  com- 
plaints as  to  the  way  in  which  it  has  been 
observed.  Some  maintain  that  Dutch  neu- 
trality was  favourable  to  the  cause  of  the 
Allies,  for  the  mouths  of  the  Scheldt  and  Rhine 
would  have  been  valuable  naval  bases  in  the 
hands  of  the  German  Admiralty,  as  they  would 
not  have  been  exposed  to  the  vexatious  sur- 
prises of  Zeebrugge.  Others  think  that  the 
Dutch  Army  could  have  been  a  considerable 
hindrance  to  the  German  operations  in  the 
north  of  Belgium,  in  the  attack  on  Antwerp 
and  even  in  the  invasion  of  Belgian  territory 
north  of  Li&ge.  To  the  latter  opinion  I 
humbly  incline. 

Italy. 

The  Pangermanist  fever  has  not  spared 
the  other  countries  which  might  be  of  use  to 
it  for  attack  or  defence.  In  Italy  its  intrigues 
culminated  in  the  formation  of  the  Triple 
Alliance,  which  has  long  made  me  despair  of 


OPINION  IN  ITALY  25 

the  rise  of  that  Pan-Latin  Union  which  some 
writers  have  tried  to  bring  about  through  the 
coalition  of  the  Mediterranean  countries. 
Italy's  adhesion  to  the  Triple  Alliance  is  a 
clear  indication  of  the  growth  of  German 
influence  in  that  unhappy  country,  which 
appears  to  have  forgotten  that  one  of  its 
kings  fought  in  the  ranks  for  France.  Italian 
high  finance,  like  Italian  commerce  and  Italian 
manufactures,  is  courted  by  Germany — a  task 
much  facilitated  by  the  diplomatic  pressure 
exerted  by  the  cabinet  of  Berlin  upon  that  of 
Rome,  to  the  advantage  of  the  Triple  Alliance. 
To-day,  in  spite  of  Italy's  neutrality,  the 
declaration  of  which  brought  King  Victor 
Emmanuel  a  threatening  telegram  from  Wil- 
liam II;  in  spite  of  this  neutrality,  strictly 
kept  as  it  is,  Italy  is  still  swept  by  two 
currents  of  opinion.  The  strongest,  sincerest 
and  most  popular  feeling  is  in  favour  of  Italian 
intervention  on  the  side  of  the  Allies.  It  is 
to  be  hoped  that  this  will  triumph  over  the 
other,  which  prevails  only  in  high  diplomatic 
circles.  We  can  almost  believe  that  it  will, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  since  the  end  of 
January  the  express  trains  arriving  at  Bale  via 
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the  St.  Gothard  and  at  Brigue  via  the  Simplon 
have  been  crowded  with  Germans  and  Aus- 
trians  returning  to  their  country. 

The  number  of  Germans  in  Italy  was  72,000, 
of  whom  40,000  were  in  the  district  between 
Milan  and  Turin. 

Spain. 

William  IFs  idea  was  that  the  Austro- 

Italian-German  fleet  should  land    an  armv 
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corps  at  Port-Vendres  on  the  French  coast, 
acting  with  the  Balearic  Islands  as  its  base. 
This  plan  implied  the  eventual  complicity 
of  Spain.  Her  ministers  had  been  skilfully 
squared  and  her  trade  was  entirely  dominated 
by  Germany.  Moreover,  the  Kaiser  had  an 
agent  in  that  kingdom  who  exerted  a  steady 
and  powerful  pressure  upon  a  large  portion  of 
the  Spanish  press.  Graf  von  Ratibor,  the 
German  Ambassador  at  Madrid,  constantly 
averred  that  France,  being  a  republic,  was  the 
enemy  of  the  Spanish  monarchy  and  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  religion.  His  Pangermanist 
propaganda  was  assisted  by  another  important 
factor  which  has  just  come  to  light.  We  now 
know  that  Germany  not  only  manipulated  the 
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Catholic  lever,  but  that  she  also  maintained  at 
Madrid  a  certain  Senor  J.  B.  Cabrera,  Bishop 
of  the  Spanish  Reformed  Protestant  Church, 
who  was  a  protege  of  the  German  Empress ! 

So  Germany,  whose  diplomatic  methods,  it 
must  be  admitted,  are  extraordinarily  practical 
and  determined,  had  planned  to  attack  France 
in  the  north  through  Belgium  and  the  Grand- 
Duchy  of  Luxemburg  (this  part  of  the  plan  has 
been  put  into  execution),  in  the  East  through 
Switzerland  (by  marching  rapidly  on  Lyons), 
and  in  the  south  by  the  Gulf  of  Lyons  (by 
landing  at  Port-Vendres) — a  well-concerted 
scheme  of  envelopment.  The  friendly  atti- 
tude of  Italy,  who  was  not  forgetful  of  the  ties 
that  bound  her  to  France,  and  England's  entry 
into  the  lists,  have  considerably  modified  this 
elaborate  plot. 

The  Grand-Duchy  of  Luxemburg. 

As  I  have  said  above,  the  tiny  Grand- 
Duchy  of  Luxemburg  was  to  serve  as  an 
important  point  (Tappid  in  Teuton  strategy. 
The  Germans  paralysed  the  Grand-Duchy 
adroitly  enough  :  its  railways  are  under  their 
management,  a  fact  of  capital  importance  for 
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the  circumvention  of  the  Meuse  fortifications. 
Since  October,  1902,  the  Grand-Duchy  has 
formed  part  of  the  Zollverein.  What  next? 
The  German  army  established  itself  in  posses- 
sion in  this  little  State.  The  Crown  Prince 
goes  to  stay  there,  the  Kaiser  as  well,  bare- 
facedly, quite  convinced  that  it  is  German  soil 
they  are  treading.  Might,  of  course,  conquers 
right. 

In  the  German  plan  for  enveloping  France 
(for  it  was  against  France,  and  France  alone, 
that  all  these  preparations  were  directed)  one 
point  remains — Belgium — a  point  on  which  the 
German  Empire  has  been  particularly  strict, 
and  that  for  vital  strategic  reasons.  I  shall 
treat  of  this  in  detail,  but  I  must  first  finish  this 
short  review  of  the  nations  who  are  caught  in 
the  tentacles  of  this  octopus. 
Russia. 

To  give  an  adequate  description  of  the 
development  of  German  industry  in  Russia  I 
cannot  do  better  than  copy  this  extract  from 
a  report  presented  to  M.  Pigonneau,  French 
Consul  at  Kharkov,  by  the  Russian  National 
Bureau  of  Foreign  Trade.  It  is  moderate  in 
tone,  but  gives  one  furiously  to  think. 
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'Apart  from  certain  rare  foodstuffs  of  which 
we  still  have  the  monopoly,  the  successful 
competition  of  Germany  in  this  market  has  hit 
us  very  hard  in  every  branch  of  our  industrial 
activity,  sometimes  in  fair  fight ,  when  her 
lower  prices  and  superior  commercial  methods 
have  gained  the  day ;  sometimes  by  the  help 
of  more  doubtful  methods— by  offering  cus- 
tomers imitations  of  our  specialities  under  false 
labels. 

1  Our  relative  lack  of  success  is  entirely  due 
to  our  ignorance  of  the  country  and  the  defec- 
tive methods  we  have  brought  to  bear  upon 

it: 

German  imports  for  the  year  191 1  total  in 
roubles  487  millions,  French  only  56  millions, 
very  much  less  than  those  of  Great  Britain  (155 
millions),  or  the  United  States  (102  millions), 
or  even  of  China  (82  millions). 

There  is  no  improvement  in  this  state  of 
affairs.  According  to  the  Bulletin  of  the 
Franco-Russian  Chamber  of  Commerce,  dur- 
ing the  first  half  of  19 14  imports  into  Russia 
reached  these  figures:  Germany,  352,164,000 
roubles;  Great  Britain,  94,342,000;  France, 
36,206,000. 
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A  glance  at  the  vigorous  memorandum 
drawn  up  by  the  Petrograd  Chamber  of 
Commerce  will  show  what  an  effort  it  would 
have  been  to  purge  the  Russian  Empire  of  all 
this  German  trash. 

The  Scandinavian  Countries. 

In  these  countries  various  opinions  pre- 
vail, but  on  the  whole  they  preserve  an  abso- 
lute neutrality.  Denmark  is  most  under  the 
influence  of  Germany,  who  has  succeeded  in 
planting  new  industries  in  an  agricultural 
country  and  diverting  the  chief  profit  into 
German  pockets.  Denmark  also  forms  an 
important  strategic  point  for  the  German  fleet, 
for  which  freedom  of  movement  in  the  sounds 
of  the  Baltic  is  essential. 

There  remain  the  countries  m  which  Ger- 
many seeks  to  maintain  a  purely  moral  influ- 
ence with  no  thought  of  conquest — yet. 

The  United  States. 

The  population  of  the  United  States  is  to 
a  considerable  extent  composed  of  people  of 
German  origin.  It  is  well  known  that  New 
York  alone  contains  more  Germans  than 
Berlin.    From  this  population  spreads  a  net- 
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work  of  active  influence  which  has  its  own 
newspapers,  its  own  politics,  and  its  own  repre- 
sentatives. All  that  American  diplomacy  can 
do  in  the  face  of  such  an  accumulation  of 
horrors  is  to  maintain  strictly  non-committal 
relations  with  the  Allies,  who  are  fighting  for 
honour,  for  civilisation — in  short,  for  an  ideaL 

Ex-President  Roosevelt,  to  do  him  justice, 
makes  a  brave  stand  against  the  Pangermanist 
spirit  and  the  timidity  of  the  great  Ameri- 
can nation.  Theodore  Roosevelt,  maintaining 
that  nations  which  can  stand  and  look  on  as 
neutrals  while  a  neutral  State  like  Belgium 
is  being  so  cruelly  martyrised  are  acting  with 
a  cowardice  and  selfishness  incredible  in  these 
civilised  times,  calls  America  to  arms,  and  with 
him  Gardner  of  Washington. 

And  what  does  America  do?  She  tamely 
swallows  the  grossest  of  insults  in  the  refusal 
of  Germany  to  recognise  the  exequatur  of  her 
consuls,  and  is  content  in  reply  to  this  signal 
slight  to  address  a  Note  to  Berlin,  which, 
waiving  the  question  of  the  sovereign  rights 
of  Belgium,  declares  that  the  United  States  are 
prepared  to  make  any  arrangements  with  the 
German  authorities  necessary  to  secure  the  con- 
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tinuation  of  the  American  consular  service  in 
the  regions  controlled  de  facto  by  Germany. 
To  'waive  the  question  of  the  sovereign  rights 
of  Belgium'  is  an  admission  of  German 
authority  in  Belgian  territory !  To  '  make 
arrangements  with  Germany'  is  an  admission 
of  the  accomplished  fact !  I  question  whether 
this  can  be  called  '  strict  neutrality/ 

China. 

China  has  not  been  much  exploited  by 
Germany.  Her  chief  object  was  to  prevent 
the  participation  of  Japan  in  an  European  war. 
But  her  efforts  had  a  farcical  culmination  in 
which  the  Marshal  von  Waldersee,  you  will 
remember,  played  a  very  comic  part,  and  would 
have  lost  his  life  but  for  the  aid  of  French 
sailors.  The  Germans  made  up  for  it  by  buy- 
ing up  shares  in  the  principal  newspapers  of 
the  Celestial  Empire,  and  scattering  over  it  an 
army  of  paid  agitators,  spies,  and  conscience- 
mongers.  However,  the  German  campaign  in 
China,  which  was  such  a  thorn  in  the  side  of 
England,  had  only  two  results  :  the  German 
colonisation  of  Kiao-chou  and  Japan's  resent- 
ment against  Germany.    So  was  the  biter  bit. 
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The  Balkan  States. 

It  is  superfluous  to  describe  the  pains- 
taking manner  in  which  the  Balkan  States 
were  nursed.  A  story  told  by  Deputy  Larand 
will  show  pretty  clearly  what  confidence  the 
Roumanians,  for  instance,  had  in  the  German 
arms.  The  victory  of  the  Marne  caused  stupe- 
faction in  diplomatic  as  w7ell  as  popular  circles, 
and  it  only  needed  this  success  of  the  Allies 
to  make  King  Charles  decide  to  forsake  the 
Triple  Alliance.  Roumania  determined  to 
mobilize.  She  had  ordered  shells  from  Krupp 
— Krupp  again  ! — and  this  famous  German 
firm  delivered  them  without  percussion-caps  to 
delay  Roumania's  untoward  intervention.  So 
Roumania  had  to  place  another  order  for 
20,000  percussion-caps  in  France  and  England. 

England. 

The  Pangermanists  played  their  game  in 
England  with  no  less  activity,  but  with  more 
secrecy.  They  captured  less  trade,  but  any 
success  of  this  kind  is  important  in  a  country 
where  the  manufacturers  do  not  let  themselves 
easily  be  'done/  In  this  connection  it  is 
interesting  to  recall  this  statement  from  Bern- 
hardi's  pen  in  his  book,  'Germany  and  the 


34  THE  GERMAN  SPIDER'S  WEB 

next  War '  :  6  The  Germans  have  imposed  the 
mark  of  their  personality  upon  the  whole  world. 
The  German  business  man  is  generally  more 
industrious  than  the  English.  German  en~ 
giners  and  mechanicians  are  superior  to  their 
English  competitors.  Even  in  Manchester, 
one  of  the  largest  manufacturing  centres  in 
England,  there  are  a  great  many  mills  and 
factories  managed  by  Germans.  You  find 
German  business  men  all  over  England' 
This  tirade  bears  the  unflattering  title:  6  The 
English  are  an  inferior  race.' 

It  would  be  interesting  to  see  a  list  of  the 
German  houses  suspended  by  the  English 
authorities,  but  that  is  not  easy.  English 
justice  is  different  from  ours.  German  res- 
taurants in  London  have  still  plenty  of  cus- 
tom, and  a  great  many  Germans,  naturalised 
or  native,  from  the  brother  of  the  German 
Governor  of  Belgium  to  the  humblest  trades- 
man, are  still  going  about  England  much  as 
they  please. 
France. 

This  is  the  heart  of  German  intrigue. 
Here  the  'Boches/  taking  advantage  of  the 
carelessness  of  the  French  and  their  pre- 
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occupation  with  their  own  disputes,  calmly  took 
the  oyster  and  left  the  shell  to  the  disputants. 
France  was  infested  with  the  German  element, 
which  for  forty  years  had  been  systematically 
invading  French  trade  and  French  finance. 
Pierre  Baudin,  a  former  minister  of  France, 
recently  declared  in  the  Figaro  that  the 
Germans,  by  favour  of  the  French  banks,  had 
succeeded  in  producing  and  selling  their  goods 
so  cheaply  that,  in  spite  of  the  cost  of  carriage 
and  protective  tariffs,  they  were  able  to  com- 
pete with  the  French  home  products. 

Germany,  says  M.  Baudin  again,  was 
securing  on  French  soil  the  raw  materials  that 
she  could  not  produce  herself.  German  finance 
had  completely  dominated  the  French  market, 
and  imposed  German  managers  on  the  great 
French  business  houses.  In  short,  'more  than 
half  the  houses  carrying  on  business  in  the 
Paris  market  were  German,  with  German 
managers,  German  sleeping  partners,  or  Ger- 
man shareholders"  A  glance  at  the  list  of 
suspended  German  houses  in  France  is  enough 
to  verify  the  truth  of  these  statements. 

It  is  awful  to  think  of  the  peril  France  was 
in  when  we  know  that  75  per  cent,  of  the 
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Germans  carrying  on  business  in  France  were 
spies  and  were  working  for  the  realisation  of 
the  Pangermanist  dream. 

It  has  but  lately  transpired  that  the  head 
of  the  Kommandantur  at  Roubaix  is  no  other 
than  a  certain  Otto  Kastein,  who  a  few  days 
before  the  declaration  of  war  was  carrying  on 
business  as  a  wool  merchant  in  the  Rue  Chanzy 
at  Tourcoing.  Kastein  Brothers'  offices  were 
most  luxuriously  fitted  up,  says  the  Tele- 
gramme,  The  merchants — whose  nationality 
everyone  knew — had  splendid  motor-cars  in 
which  they  often  made  long  excursions  into  the 
country  round,  which  they  knew  very  well. 
They  were  taken  for  tourists,  but  in  reality 
they  were  engaged  in  spying,  and  were 
thoroughly  versed  in  the  art  of  preparing 
the  ground.  Kastein  Brothers'  staff  was  com- 
posed exclusively  of  German  subjects.  Some 
days  before  the  attack  on  Belgium  the  heads 
of  the  firm  boarded  the  Belgian  coast  train  : 
they  were  going  to  Wenduyne,  they  told  their 
agents.  Their  staff  followed  them.  As  a 
matter  of  fact  the  brothers  Kastein  were  on 
their  way  back  to  Germany  to  take  their  place 
in  the  Kaiser's  army. 
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It  is  said  that  the  'Bodies'  had  'requisi- 
tioned5 over  100  million  francs'  worth  of 
textiles.  It  was  Otto  Kastein,  apparently,  who 
delivered  these  goods.  He  was  acquainted 
with  all  the  business  houses  on  the  market  and 
knew  where  to  go. 

We  have  shown  how  the  German  eagle 
was  poised  over  the  earth  with  claws  outspread. 
When  he  thought  that  the  right  moment  had 
come,  the  Kaiser  hurled  his  armies  against 
France.  (They  had  been  preparing  since 
1870.)  He  thought  he  would  be  able  to  con- 
quer the  Russians  and  the  English  afterwards, 
and  then  annex  the  States  which  had  fool- 
hardily remained  neutral,  refusing  to  believe 
in  the  German  peril. 

The  neutral  States  (be  it  said  in  parenthesis) 
would  not  have  got  away  with  the  price  of 
their  criminal  inertia.  Berlin  already  saw  the 
civilised  nations  at  the  feet  of  its  maniac 
Kaiser  !  He  saw  himself  the  absolute  monarch 
of  the  great  'Holy  Roman  Empire  of  the 
Germans'  which  had  sprung  from  the  seed 
of  his  ambition.  But  the  times  of  Charles  V 
are  no  more,  and  it  is  vain  for  the  Kaiser  to 
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call  upon  God,  the  German  God  who  enjoins 
upon  him  the  conquest  of  the  earth.  It  is  all 
very  well  for  him  to  cry  to  his  Guard  in  the 
courtyard  of  the  Palace  at  Berlin  on  the  8th 
of  August,  1914:  'Remember  that  the  Ger- 
mans are  the  people  chosen  of  God.  As 
German  Emperor,  the  spirit  of  God  has  fallen 
upon  me.  I  am  his  buckler,  his  sword,  his 
incarnation.  Woe  to  the  disobedient,  the 
cowardly,  and  the  faithless!'  His  God  will 
not  answer  him.  He  is  making  ready  to 
avenge  His  ruined  churches  and  His  martyred 
priests. 


CHAPTER  V 


BELGIUM  IN  THE  GERMAN  GRIP 

'  W e  shall  march  through  Switzerland  or  Bel- 
giuntj  said  Bernhardi.  Accordingly  Belgium 
was  exploited  as  carefully  as  Switzerland; 
more  so,  perhaps,  for  to  the  eye  of  the  Ger- 
man strategist  Belgium  is  of  primary  import- 
ance. But  for  the  immortal  resistance  of 
Liege  in  staying  the  German  invasion,  and  the 
gallant  stands  at  Namur  and  Antwerp,  the 
German  scheme  might  well  have  succeeded, 
in  part  at  least.  It  is  no  boast  to  claim  that 
gallant  Belgium  saved  France  from  a  daringly 
clever  and  treacherous  attack.  'Treacherous' 
and  1  German '  have  now  the  same  meaning. 

God  knows  how  minutely  and  systematically 
they  had  prepared  and  plotted  and  schemed 
these  forty  years  for  this  passage  through  Bel- 
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gium.  A  noble  task,  which  we  will  proceed  to 
scrutinise  to  the  best  of  our  ability. 

The  industrial  exploitation  of  Wallonia  wras 
the  first  serious  indication.  The  reason  is 
evident.  Wallonia,  sapped  by  German  indus- 
try, sold  to  spies,  and  betrayed  to  the  German 
hordes,  is  the  gate  of  France  flung  open  to  her 
inveterate  enemies,  as  I  wrote  in  the  Revue 
de  Paris  in  1909,  and  I  think  I  was  right.  In 
the  heart  of  Wallonia  lies  Liege,  one  of  the 
keys  of  Europe.  It  deserved  to  be  better 
defended.  General  Brialmont  quite  saw  that, 
but  the  fortifications  he  had  designed  to  defend 
Liege  were  to  have  been  very  different  from 
those  which  stemmed  the  German  flood  last 
August.  A  fort  planted  at  Lixhe — which  the 
Belgian  Catholic  Government  for  party  reasons 
would  never  consent  to  build  (it  would  not 
make  any  concession  to  a  political  opponent, 
and  Brialmont  was  a  Liberal) — a  single  fort, 
I  say,  commanding  the  Meuse  from  Lixhe, 
would  have  prevented  the  passage  of  the  river 
by  the  German  armies,  who  did  not  fail  to 
make  good  use  of  this  weak  point  in  our  de- 
fence. Had  this  fort  existed,  they  would  have 
been  obliged  to  violate  the  Dutch  frontier. 
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But  they  would  not  listen  to  Brialmont.  They 
forgot  the  prophetic  warning  which  Emile 
Banning,  Directeur  general  to  the  Belgian 
Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs,  hurled  at  the 
Belgian  Government  in  1887. 

'There  are  some  truths/  he  wrote,  'which  are 
self-evident  and  need  no  proof.  One  glance  at 
the  map  leaves  us  no  doubt  of  this.  The  great 
international  route  from  Paris  to  Berlin  passes 
through  Liege,  where  six  railways  meet,  and 
six  bridges  span  the  Meuse.  There  are  many 
branches  which  join  the  main  road  at  one 
place  or  another.  The  result  of  this  position 
is  clear  to  all,  and  scores  attest  it.  'Liege' 
we  read  in  the  Dutch  Spectateur  Militaire, 
'must  be  considered  the  key  to  all  French  or 
German  operations  in  Belgium' 

'Liege'  says  a  French  military  writer,  'com- 
mands the  Meuse  from  Mezieres  to  Rure- 
monde' 

'Liege,'  according  to  General  Cosseron  de 
Villenoisy,  '  has  a  strategical  importance  which 
has  always  been  acknowledged,  and  one  day 
it  may  become  the  scene  of  important  military 
operations' 

'All  Belgium's  military  interest  centres  in 
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Liege,'  wrote  M.  Gambetta's  newspaper  in 
1874.  'Liege  alone  can  ensure  that  country's 
independence' 

'  In  a  book  which  has  become  a  classic  M. 
Tenot  writes  :  '  The  important  city  of  Liege, 
which  is  the  key  to  the  valley  of  the  Meuse, 
can  be  reached  in  a  march  of  28  kilometres 
from  the  Prussian  frontier.  The  roads  and 
railways  which  connect  Cologne  and  Dussel- 
dorf  with  Aix-la~Chapelle  converge  at  Liege. 
From  Liege  the  valley  of  the  Meuse,  continued 
directly  by  that  of  the  Sambre,  opens  a  broad 
road  into  France'  Some  weeks  ago  an 
English  statesman  made  identically  the  same 
statement  in  an  important  London  review. 

6  For  several  months  the  principal  German 
newspapers,  the  Militarische  Wochenblatt,  the 
Norddeutsche  Allgemeine  Zeitung,  the  Kreuz- 
zeitung,  the  Kiilnische  Zeitung,  and  the  Miin- 
chener  Allgemeine  Zeitung,  have  been  main- 
taining this  same  view  and  repeating  the  same 
information  almost  daily.  Even  with  us, 
General  Liagre,  as  Minister  for  War,  made  this 
pronouncement  to  the  Belgian  Parliament  on 
the  9th  of  April,  1880:  'The  valley  of  the 
Meuse,'  he  said,  'has  become  a  strategic  line  of 
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the  first  importance  since  France  lost  Alsace- 
Lorraine.  According  to  M \  Thiers,  it  has  be- 
come the  line  to  be  followed  by  the  opposing 
armies  in  case  of  a  war  between  France  and 
Germany.  If  Germany  attacks  France  it  is 
immensely  to  her  advantage  to  cross  the  Meuse 
at  Liege  or  Namitr,  so  as  to  attack  France  in 
the  north" 

Germany,  then,  who  has  never  scrupled  to 
make  use  of  any  strategic  advantage,  took  care 
to  make  herself  master  of  Wallonia.  When 
she  had  broken  down  the  resistance  of  Liege 
it  was  remarkable  how  ready  everything  was  to 
receive  her.  The  officers  of  her  reserve,  for- 
mer employes  in  our  coal-mines  and  fac- 
tories, guided  them  with  the  utmost  ease  and 
callousness.  The  number  of  German  work- 
men in  Wallonia  who  went  back  to  Germany 
to  kiss  their  wives  and  returned  as  conquerors 
is  simply  astonishing.  Every  factory,  every 
industrial  concern,  was  ear-marked :  to-day 
they  are  all  working  for  the  Germans,  whether 
they  like  it  or  not.  Their  Teuton  hands  had 
no  difficulty  in  making  them  work.  It  is 
horrible  to  think  that  our  Walloon  coal-mines 
are  actually  exporting  goods  to  Germany  to 


44  BELGIUM  IN  THE  GERMAN  GRIP 

serve  the  enemy's  needs,  and  that  our  fac- 
tories are  turning  out  war-material  for  the 
Huns.  This  will  not  be  such  a  shock  when  I 
tell  you  that  the  Fabrique  Nationale  d'Armes  at 
Herstal  belonged  largely  to  the  firm  of  Loewe 
at  Berlin.  The  Belgians  themselves  will  be 
horrified  when  the  list  of  factories  is  published, 
whose  German  owners  have  concealed  them- 
selves behind  some  Belgian  name. 

At  present  it  is  enough  to  bring  home  to 
them  the  result  of  their  misplaced  trust  and 
reckless  hospitality.  It  is  enough  to  remind 
them  of  an  event  in  Flanders  which  has  been 
recently  brought  to  light  by  the  French  press. 
There  was  an  abandoned  factory  on  the  banks 
of  the  Scheldt.  One  fine  day  the  French  saw 
the  German  army  swarming  into  their  city  over 
a  splendid  bridge.  The  ruined  factory,  with 
mis-shapen  timbers  lying  about  all  over  it, 
had  been  transformed  into  a  bridge-head,  and 
those  very  timbers  had  become  a  magnificent 
platform ! 

A  mass  of  similar  circumstances  must  have 
come  to  light  in  Wallonia,  and  we  shall  know 
all  about  them  to-morrow.  We  know  already 
that  north  of  Maubeuge  a  quarry  had  been 
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built  by  the  Germans  and  that  Krupp  had 
wrested  the  forest  of  Lanieres  from  Baron 
Empain  in  order  to  start  an  industrial  con- 
cern there.  When  the  German  armies  arrived 
before  Maubeuge  they  planted  their  big  guns 
by  chance,  it  seemed,  on  the  concrete  plat- 
forms which  had  been  built  in  the  quarry.  As 
for  the  factory,  it  provided  abundance  of  war- 
material  on  the  spot.  Much  worse :  during 
the  night  of  the  26th  of  August  the  Germans 
who  were  besieging  Maubeuge  removed  the 
roofs  and  planking  from  the  houses,  leaving 
only  the;  walls  standing :  guns,  buried  in 
courtyards  or  concealed  in  cellars,  were  set  up 
in  batteries  on  revolving  platforms  hidden 
under  a  light  covering  of  planks  :  ammuni- 
tion was  brought  out  from  its  hiding  places 
in  ditches  known  only  to  the  initiate.  All  this 
material  had  been  smuggled  into  France  long 
before  the  war  as  boilers  and  parts  of  railway 
locomotives.  Amongst  other  things  the  big 
howitzers  had  arrived  inside  tubular  boilers 
whose  tubes  alone  were  missing;  the  gun- 
carriages  came  in  separate  pieces  and  were 
finished  off  and  adjusted  actually  in  the  fac- 
tories on  the  spot. 
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That  was  the  purpose  of  German  manu- 
factures and  the  manufactures  sold  to  Ger- 
mans in  Belgium  and  France. 

Next,  the  German  Empire  planned  an  attack 
on  Belgian  trade  and  succeeded  perfectly.  It 
is  seen,  from  the  report  on  Belgian  trade  with 
the  various  Allied  countries  and  Germany  and 
Austria-Hungary,  that  Belgium's  trade  with 
the  Zollverein  (carriage  not  included),  which 
was  131,988,000  francs  in  i860,  had  increased 
in  19 1 2  to  1,710,589,000  francs.  For  a  coun- 
try with  an  area  of  11,373  square  miles  and  a 
population  of  7,423,784,  this  is  not  bad,  especi- 
ally considering  that  Germany's  trade  with  any 
other  country  in  191 2  only  exceeded  it  by 
25,000,000,000  francs. 

However,  I  attach  no  importance  to  these 
official  figures,  which  are  accurate  enough,  per- 
haps, but  can  give  no  idea  of  Belgium's  actual 
financial  relations  with  Germany,  who  held  all 
the  threads  of  her  manufactures,  her  trade,  and 
her  finance,  and  diverted  more  than  fifty  per 
cent,  of  her  national  capital  into  the  German 
Empire. 

Let  me  make  this  clear.  The  same  methods 
serve  the  German  in  commercial  as  in  actual 


COMMERCIAL  INTRIGUE  47 

warfare  :  he  is  an  obsequious  servant  and  an 
arrogant  master;  he  is  cowardly,  selfish  and 
dogged ;  insensible  to  any  of  the  scruples  that 
restrain  others  from  embarking  on  a  shady 
enterprise.  So  the  German  found  his  way  into 
Belgium  as  an  ordinary  clerk,  punctual,  indus- 
trious, sober,  and  extraordinarily  economical. 
Most  young  Germans  who  get  into  Belgian 
business  houses  actually  offer  to  work  for 
nothing  for  three  or  six  months  under  pretext 
of  learning  the  language. 

So  far  so  good,  but  at  the  same  time  the 
young  man,  with  his  extraordinary  powers  of 
assimilation,  is  studying  the  intricacies  of  his 
master's  business.  Its  complications  have  no 
terrors  for  him.  He  has  no  hesitation  in  copy- 
ing papers  which  are  entrusted  to  him  or  fall 
into  his  hands.  He  takes  notes.  The  advice 
of  the  director  of  the  Technical  School  at 
Charlottenburg  to  his  pupils  is  no  dead  letter 
to  him ;  he  has  eyes  and  ears — and  a  note-book, 
and  he  makes  admirable  use  of  them.  A  year 
afterwards  he  starts  an  opposition  business  in 
Belgium  or  Germany. 

He  gets  a  good  deal  of  assistance  in  his 
enterprise  from  the  banks — Belgian  as  well  as 
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German  (they  are  indeed  sister  establishments). 
In  ninety  cases  out  of  a  hundred  the  Belgian 
banks  will  give  him  preference  over  a  Belgian 
rival — a  shocking  thing  to  say,  but  the  truth 
of  it  has  been  proved  only  too  often.  Thus 
German  industry  in  Belgium  relies  almost  en- 
tirely on  the  Bank,  whose  German  leanings  are 
well  known. 

As  soon  as  he  has  obtained  a  footing  on 
Belgian  soil,  the  young  German  who  wants  to 
compete  with  the  trade  or  manufactures  of  the 
country  violates  the  laws  of  hospitality  by 
opening  his  establishment  under  an  assumed 
name  for  fear  of  boycott.  Out  of  a  hundred 
Belgian  business  houses  only  ten  will  be  openly 
German;  the  rest  will  be  hiding  behind  Bel- 
gian, English,  French,  or  Swiss  names,  for 
these  sort  of  people  are  always  afraid  to  act 
openly.  They  go  so  far  as  to  take  over  native 
businesses,  which  amounts  to  an  actual  abuse 
of  their  customers'  confidence.  I  cited  above 
the  National  Arms  Factory.  Similar  cases 
abound.  When  war  broke  out  the  Germans 
installed  in  Belgium  did  not  worry.  It  did  not 
take  long  to  transfer  their  business  to  some 
Belgian  accomplice  who  was  ready  to  betray 
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the  financial  interests  of  his  country.  We  also 
saw  German  houses  protesting  their  Belgian 
origin  and  setting  up  Belgian  signs.  I  could 
instance  several  firms  whose  sign-boards 
changed  in  a  night,  and  who  now  show 
thoroughly  Belgian  names.  One  of  these 
Tavernes  has  now  a  title  little  pleasing  to 
German  ears,  while  the  proprietor,  who  is 
attached  to  the  Kommandantur  at  Brussels, 
betrays  and  sells  his  former  customers ! 

The  intelligence  bureaux  (absolute  nests  of 
spies)  which  in  Belgium  are  largely  German — 
and  the  reason  is  not  far  to  seek — suddenly 
transformed  themselves  into  Dutch  concerns. 
Another  notorious  firm,  whose  founder  has  just 
died  at  Berlin,  flaunts  the  Belgian  flag,  and  has 
a  Belgian  board  of  directors  posted  up.  Other 
Germans,  who  are  proprietors  of  one  of  these 
treacherous  institutions,  profess  to  be  natives 
of  Alsace-Lorraine.  In  the  case  of  many 
Belgian  firms  the  Belgian  employes  were 
amazed  to  meet  many  of  their  former  col- 
leagues in  the  ranks  of  the  German  Army 
which  occupied  Brussels.  A  certain  large 
clothier  at  Brussels  had  more  than  2,000 
civilian  suits  ready  for  the  German  veterans 
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to  don  on  their  arrival  in  the  place,  so  that  they 
could  spy  at  their  ease  among  the  inhabitants 
of  Brussels.  I  will  give  the  name  of  this  firm 
later. 

It  must  be  acknowledged  that  Belgian 
inertia  largely  contributed  to  the  extraordinary 
increase  of  German  activity  in  our  country; 
Belgians  preferred  to  patronise  German 
cinemas,  German  beer-shops,  German  night- 
bars,  and  German  cafes,  in-so-much  that,  to 
attract  customers,  Belgian  establishments  had 
been  driven  to  adopt  German  names  as  a  mark 
of  their  success.  So  Belgium  swarmed  with 
these  establishments  which  struck  at  our 
national  welfare  in  a  far  more  insidious  and 
deadly  way  than  political  plots  or  commercial 
over-reaching,  for  their  prey  was  the  Belgian 
youth,  and  they  aimed  at  undermining  the 
manliness  of  the  coming  race.  Most  of  them 
were  beer  shops,  with  waitresses  to  attract  the 
Belgian  youth,  absolute  hotbeds  of  vice, 
making  an  appeal  to  the  baser  instincts,  with 
dances  performed  by  Tyroleans  from  Berlin 
with  painted  eyes  and  rouged  lips. 

If  the  people  thus  unconsciously  encouraged 
the  importation  of  German  'Kultur/  the  Bel- 
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gian  Government  and  the  local  authorities,  who 
failed  in  their  duty  to  their  country,  ought  to 
share  the  responsibility  for  the  disastrous  re- 
sult. The  fact  is  that  the  German  Legation, 
a  set  of  monocled  illiterate  Junkers,  set  the 
tune  for  Belgium  to  dance  to.  When  the 
sabres  of  the  German  attaches  rattled  with  a 
noise  like  thunder  in  the  corridors  of  the 
Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs,  Monsieur  Davig- 
non  hid  under  his  desk.  It  is  pitiable  but  true ; 
and,  as  a  result,  orders  for  a  goodly  proportion 
of  the  Government  supplies  were  placed  with 
Germany,  or  with  Belgian  firms  of  German 
origin.  This  applied  to  every  department, 
from  office  furniture  to  400  million  francs' 
worth  of  cannons  from  Krupp. 

The  following  little  story  was  told  me  by  a 
high  official  in  the  Belgian  Ministry  for  War : 
All  the  lifts  in  the  Belgian  Government  offices 
are  supplied  by  a  German  firm  and  are  Made 
in  Germany.  Now  there  was  a  peculiarity 
about  these  lifts :  they  were  capricious  and 
uncertain,  often  refusing  to  go  up  or  down. 
The  Berlin  house  was  apprised  of  this,  and 
sent  along  a  workman,  a  German,  of  course, 
who  was  always  going  in  and  out  of  the 
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Ministry.  The  same  accident  happened 
several  times  a  year.  Sometimes  spare  pieces 
of  machinery  had  to  be  ordered  from  the  head 
office  in  Germany.  Judge  of  the  surprise  of 
the  porter  at  the  Ministry  when,  on  the  day 
that  the  Germans  returned  to  Brussels,  he  saw 
this  same  workman  enter  at  the  head  of  a 
patrol !  He  was  a  reserve  officer  in  the  Ger- 
man army,  and  took  up  a  position  in  the 
Ministry,  the  topography  of  which  he  knew 
perfectly. 

There  are  any  number  of  similar  tales. 
Those  in  which  the  Belgian  Government 
figures  differ  from  the  rest  in  the  fact  that 
all  orders  which  it  placed  with  German  houses 
were  regularly  paid  for  at  double  or  treble 
their  real  value;  while,  thanks  to  favourable 
tariffs,  the  German  manufacturer  has  managed 
to  compete  successfully  with  his  Belgian  rival 
on  Belgian  soil. 

As  I  said  above,  they  are  further  assisted 
by  the  banks  in  obtaining  these  tariffs.  Thanks 
tc  the  bold  programme  of  the  German  banks, 
which  so  admirably  adapt  themselves  to  the 
needs  of  a  congested  home  market,  the  manu- 
facturers across  the  Rhine,  after  an  occasional 
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and  quickly  surmounted  crisis  caused  by  over- 
production, managed  so  to  cut  down  the  cost 
of  production  that,  in  spite  of  the  cost  of  car- 
riage and  our  protective  tariffs,  they  were  able 
to  compete  successfully  with  our  home  pro- 
ducts. Moreover,  the  customs'  facilities  and 
special  terms  for  transport  afforded  by  the 
Zollverein  considerably  facilitated  this  econo- 
mic warfare,  which  paralysed  the  efforts  of 
Belgians  in  their  own  country.  As  the  Metro- 
polis of  Antwerp  was  the  centre  of  the  Ger- 
man commercial  activity,  so  their  financial 
activity,  which  delivered  the  Brussels  market 
into  the  hands  of  Prussian  speculators,  was 
centred  in  the  Deutsche  Bank  in  the  Capital. 
I  maintain  that  ninety  per  cent,  of  the  banking 
institutions  in  Belgium  were  German,  by  virtue 
of  their  directors,  their  capital,  or  their  share- 
holders. The  principal  German  banks  had 
opened  branches  in  Belgium,  which  were 
valuable  sources  of  information,  some  frankly 
owning  to  their  nationality,  others  (like  the 
celebrated  bank  which  was  suspended  in  Paris 
for  being  a  branch  of  the  Dresdner  Bank) 
hiding  themselves  under  a  Belgian  name. 
Other   groups   of    German   financiers  took 


54  BELGIUM  IN  THE  GERMAN  GRIP 

important  shares  in  the  capital  of  Belgian 
firms.  German  finance  imposed  upon  our 
financial  establishments  an  Austro-Gertnan 
head  who  could  easily  force  them  to  accept 
his  ideas  and  help  to  float  those  iniquitous 
companies  which,  in  the  last  few  years,  have 
ruined  the  small  shareholder  in  Belgium. 

In  the  end,  the  Bourse  at  Brussels,  like  that 
at  Antwerp,  was  swamped  by  this  flood  of 
brokers,  jobbers,  commission  agents,  and 
bankers  of  doubtful  morals  who  introduced 
into  the  Belgian  Exchange  doubtful  business 
traditions  wholly  alien  to  the  upright  character 
cf  Belgian  finance. 


CHAPTER  VI 


ANTWERP,  THE  EYRIE  OF  THE  GERMAN  EAGLE 

A  sketch  like  this,  however  rapid  and  pano- 
ramic it  may  be,  ought  to  devote  a  few  pages 
to  Antwerp,  the  capital  of  German  Belgium 
and  the  great  centre  of  Pangermanist  influence. 
I  said  above  that  the  home  of  the  German 
banking  interest  is  in  the  Rue  Arenberg  at 
Brussels,  in  the  huge  building  of  the  Deutsche 
Bank.  Next  door  it  has  recently  built  a  huge 
square  edifice  of  blue  stone,  ornamented  with 
nude  male  figures.  'Pas  de  femmes,  fas  de 
femmeSy  as  the  song  says.  The  symbol  of  the 
German  Bank  is  a  man  with  bulging  muscles 
and  powerful  virility.  This,  many  times  re- 
peated in  stone  along  the  facade,  is  an  emblem 
of  strength,  but  at  the  same  time  an  offence  to 
good  taste,  and  an  open  temptation  to  those 
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baser  ideas  which,  as  everyone  knows,  form 
part  of  German  Kultur. 

German  commercial  influence  is  in  the 
making  at  Antwerp,  which,  of  course,  is  also 
the  stronghold  of  the  Flemish  movement 
(Flamingantistne),  another  ulcer  corroding  the 
heart  of  Latin  Belgium,  of  which  more  anon. 

It  is  only  during  the  last  twenty  years  that 
the  large  German  colony  has  obtained  its  hold 
on  Antwerp  trade.  Junior  clerks  suddenly  set 
up  in  opposition  to  their  employers  on  the 
Antwerp  market.  Wealthy  German  bankers, 
merchants  and  shipowners  suddenly  showed 
their  strength.  The  shipping  trade  was  the 
first  to  be  captured.  More  than  half  the 
exports  of  the  port  of  Antwerp  came  from 
the  Hinterland,  that  is  :  Westphalia,  Bavaria, 
Saxony,  Alsace-Lorraine,  Switzerland  and 
Austria-Hungary.  Now,  it  must  not  be 
forgotten  that  Antwerp's  trade  is  mostly 
export,  and,  further,  most  of  the  goods  ex- 
ported to  over-sea  countries  via  Antwerp  are 
of  Germanic  origin.  Therefore,  the  principal 
shipping  agents  at  Antwerp  are  German.  All 
the  big  German  shipping  lines  have  firmly 
established  themselves  in  the  most  advanta- 
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geous  situations  with  the  united  purpose  of 
driving  all  native  and  foreign  rivals  from  the 
market,  Not  content  with  crowding  out  our 
shipping  agents  with  his  own  firms,  the  insidious 
German  strove,  not  without  success,  to  obtain 
some  controlling  interest  in  the  firms  of  his 
rivals.  This  twofold  encroachment  was  very 
hard  to  combat :  all  the  more  honour  to  those 
firms  which,  like  our  Ocean  Line,  kept  free 
from  all  German  influence  and  are  now  suffer- 
ing an  honourable  exile.  To  sum  up  :  ship- 
ping firms  with  no  German  interest  were  excep- 
tional, and  must  have  had  an  uphill  fight  to 
compete  with  their  great  and  unscrupulous 
rivals,  backed  by  the  moral  and  material  sup- 
port of  the  Fatherland. 

As  for  the  principal  export  agents  at  Ant- 
werp, they  were  also  German.  One  significant 
detail  is  worthy  of  note  :  that  the  best  sites  on 
the  quays  were  reserved  for  German  firms  such 
as  the  Norddeutsche  Lloyd,  which  has  the  best 
position  in  Antwerp. 

In  the  underwriting  business  the  Germans 
had  won  an  undisputed  ascendancy  through 
their  superiority  in  the  shipping  trade.  More- 
over, the  German  rate  for  premiums  is  less 
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than  the  Belgian  or  English,  and  when  it  is 
equal  the  German  companies  possess  the  un- 
doubted advantage  of  being  able  to  lower  their 
rates,  so  as  to  make  no  profit  for  the  moment, 
if  they  can  get  fresh  business  by  so  doing. 
Besides,  the  German  companies  at  Antwerp 
were  supported  by  the  German  exporters,  who 
carried  their  protective  policy  to  excess,  and 
favoured  only  their  own  countrymen. 

Finally,  the  Antwerp  banks  are  in  very  many 
cases  German,  either  in  their  investments  or 
their  most  influential  directors.  Nothing  better 
illustrates  the  insidious  methods  of  the  Ger- 
mans than  their  stealthy  attack  upon  our 
banking.  Some  banks  were  quietly  absorbed 
by  great  German  institutions,  few  people 
being  the  wiser;  in  other  cases  German-owned 
banks  hid  behind  non-committal  titles,  but  for 
many  depositors  even  this  was  unnecessary.  I 
want  to  lay  stress  on  the  fact  that  German  sub- 
jects could  open  credit  accounts  at  these  banks 
without  having  to  produce  any  security,  while 
Belgians  could  get  no  consideration  unless 
they  first  deposited  deeds. 

The  corn  trade,  which  is  one  of  the  most 
important  in  Antwerp,  is  almost  monopolised 
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by  German  or  Austrian  brokers  and  mer- 
chants. In  this  connection  a  correspondent 
has  sent  me  this  amusing  story :  *  After  war 
had  broken  out  an  official  organisation  inti- 
mately connected  with  the  trade  wanted  to 
meet  to  expel  its  German  and  Austrian  mem- 
bers, but  could  not  get  a  majority  to  support 
the  motion — more  than  half  were  German  or 
Austrian ! 9 

In  the  chemical  manure  trade  at  Antwerp 
a  German  firm  with  an  influential  German 
at  its  head,  holds  the  first  place,  thanks  to  its 
local  importance  and  its  numerous  Belgian 
branches.  It  is  the  same  with  the  wool  trade, 
the  leather  trade,  and  the  petrol  trade,  in  which 
there  is  proof  positive  of  German  supremacy. 
The  best-known  firm,  which  supplies  petrol 
to  the  whole  of  Belgium,  is  managed  by  two 
Germans. 

The  important  hotel  business  is  also  mono- 
polised by  German  companies  or  individuals. 
The  manager  of  one  of  these  hotels  was 
arrested  as  a  spy,  and  if  sundry  others  con- 
nected with  the  hotel  business  had  met  their 
deserts,  he  would  not  have  been  alone.  I 
could   name   a   string   of   Antwerp  hotels 
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under  German  management.  And  so  it  is 
German  beer  from  Munich,  Bavaria,  and 
Pilsen  which  is  mostly  drunk  in  Antwerp,  if 
not  in  the  whole  of  Belgium. 

The  Germans  in  Antwerp  did  not  confine 
their  activities  to  trade  alone.  They  also 
invaded  Antwerp  Society,  contracting  many 
alliances,  and  poisoning  it,  with  the  exception 
of  the  aristocracy  and  a  few  old  Antwerp 
families  whose  doors  were  barred  to  Teuton 
arrogance  and  money-bags.  For  instance, 
some  of  the  best  estates  of  Antwerp  were  in 
the  possession  of  Germans,  who  used  their 
favourable  positions  for  the  double  advantage 
of  their  fatherland  and  themselves  to  the  pre- 
judice of  all  good  Belgians  who  had  to  tolerate, 
even  in  the  distant  days  of  peace,  the  sight  of 
the  German  flag  flaunting  on  German-owned 
castles. 
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THE  FLEMISH  MOVEMENT  AND  PANGERMANISM 

The  conquest  of  Antwerp  society  meant  the 
moral  conquest  of  Antwerp,  and  was  consider- 
ably aided  by  the  Flemish  party.  Acting  on 
German  suggestions  the  Flemings  in  Belgium 
claimed  equality  for  the  French  and  Flemish 
languages,  though  the  official  language  of  the 
Belgian  Government  was  French  before  1883. 
The  Flemish  party,  which  was  rich  and  influen- 
tial, by  fostering  among  the  lower  classes  a 
hatred  of  French  influence,  quickly  succeeded 
in  getting  the  chief  voice  in  the  Government 
by  returning  a  majority  of  Flemish  represen- 
tatives in  sympathy  with  its  ideas.  A  Flemish 
movement  was  started  by  great  local  organi- 
sations like  the  Willems  Fonds,  the  David 
Fonds,  the  Nederduitsche  Bond  and  the 
Germanla,  whose  names  are  enough  to  damn 
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them.  The  last  was  founded  by  a  worthy 
zealot,  who  started  a  Pangermanist  review  at 
Antwerp,  published  in  German  and  Flemish. 
Some  leaders  of  the  Flemish  party  who 
favoured  German  federation,  dreamt  of  the 
annexation  of  Belgium  by  Germany.  One  of 
these  misguided  men,  who  now  holds  a  Govern- 
ment appointment  in  Belgium,  had  the  audacity 
to  declare,  during  a  conference  in  Dresden, 
that  Belgium  ought  to  be  considered  by  Ger- 
many as  its  surest  protection  against  France. 
Unlike  many  of  his  penitent  Flemish  friends, 
this  patriot  has  remained  true  to  his  Teutono- 
phile  opinions.  He  is  still  publishing  a  news- 
paper in  Antwerp  to-day,  nominally  under  the 
control  of  the  German  authorities. 

I  hope  that  the  main  body  of  the  Flemish 
party  will  not  follow  the  example  of  their 
leaders.  Although  the  German  press  has 
skilfully  leavened  public  opinion  in  Flanders, 
it  is  true  enough  that,  with  certain  rare  excep- 
tions, the  Flemish  have  remained  loyal  to  their 
King  and  country.  This  war  doubtless  has 
calmed  the  more  violent  of  the  Flemish  party, 
and  we  had  best  let  them  alone,  therefore,  and 
not  attack  them  in  any  way  until  they  begin 
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to  display  their  linguistic  aspirations  once 
more.  Belgium  has  been  made  a  nation  by 
the  blood  of  her  sons;  before  she  was  only  a 
geographical  term,  on  account  of  the  antagon- 
ism of  the  different  races  of  which  she  was 
comprised.  The  Flemings  will  surely  under- 
stand that  they  must  not  rend  the  flag  that 
has  been  defended  at  such  a  cost.  Belgium 
henceforth  shall  be  a  great  nation,  with  Latin 
sympathies  and  Latin  aspirations.  The  war 
of  19 14  has  shown  us  that  our  kinsmen  and 
friends  are  in  the  South :  Belgium  must  be  a 
Latin  nation  or  she  will  be  nothing. 


CHAPTER  VIII 


TWO  BIRDS  WITH  ONE  STONE 
GERMAN  TRADE  =  FINANCE  +  STRATEGY 

It  is  easy  to  understand  the  object  of  the 
Pangermanist  in  awakening  the  territorial 
aspirations  of  the  Flemings,  which  had  been 
quieted  by  Latin  influence,  and  in  arousing 
enmity  between  Fleming  and  Walloon. 

Their  object  was  :  first,  to  enable  Germany 
to  get  a  firmer  footing  in  a  country  half  of 
whose  inhabitants  spoke  a  dialect  of  German 
origin;  secondly,  to  facilitate  their  economic 
and  strategic  conquest  of  the  country.  You 
must  know  that  I  have  little  confidence  in  the 
market  reports  which  are  based  on  official  statis- 
tics. We  learn  from  them  that  Austro-German 
trade  in  191 2  amounted  to  1,770,708,000  francs, 
being  almost  a  fifth  of  the  total  Belgian  trade, 
which  was  8,909,005,000  francs  at  the  same 
period.  But  a  perusal  of  the  reports  of  Ger- 
man commercial  and  financial  enterprises  in 


BELGIAN  GOVERNMENT'S  FOLLY  65 


my  unhappy  country  will  show  what  an  amaz- 
ing amount  of  Belgian  money  the  Germans 
diverted  into  their  own  country,  thus  enabling 
her  to  carry  out  that  mobilisation  of  her  finan- 
cial resources  which  has  supplied  her  with  the 
sinews  of  war  to-day. 

Germany's  object,  then,  was  to  conceal  an 
important  strategic  system  under  the  network 
of  commercial  operations  with  which  she 
covered  Belgium. 

Forget  that  her  influence  led  the  Belgian 
Government  to  give  preference  to  German  over 
home  products :  that  it  ordered  from  the 
German  arsenals  100,000  fuses  at  17  francs 
per  thousand  (our  own  arsenals  could  have 
supplied  the  same  article  at  6  francs  per  thou- 
sand) :  that  the  principal  parts  of  our  aero- 
planes came  from  Germany  and  were  therefore 
of  inferior  quality  (a  fact  that  cost  one  of  my 
friends,  an  army  airman,  flying  over  Namur, 
an  arm  and  a  leg) :  that  the  Belgian  Govern- 
ment paid  4,750,000  francs  down  to  Krupp  for 
cannons  that  were  never  delivered  and  are 
probably  doing  their  deadly  work  amongst  us 
to-day :  that  the  electric  lighting  and  tele- 
phone apparatus  in  the  forts  at  Antwerp  was 
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installed  by  Germans  :  that  the  electric  cupolas 
on  the  Namur  forts  which  refused  to  work 
properly  were  fitted  up  by  Germans;  but  do 
not  forget  that  if  war  had  broken  out  three 
years  later,  our  respected  Ministers  would  have 
had  one  more  thing  on  their  conscience — the 
famous  German  strategic  railway  from  Aix-la- 
Chapelle  to  Antwerp,  which,  avoiding  Verviers 
and  passing  above  Liege,  out  of  range  of  the 
guns  on  the  Meuse,  could  have  poured  masses 
of  German  troops  into  the  north-east  of  Bel- 
gium in  less  time  than  it  takes  to  tell.  The 
construction  of  this  railway  had  been  decided 
upon  :  but  the  Walloons  in  Belgium  revolted 
against  this  lunatic  decision  which  had  been 
wrested  from  our  ministers  by  Germany.  To- 
day we  can  say  that  we  had  a  narrow  escape. 


CHAPTER  IX 

Belgium's  economic  future 

A  writer  in  an  important  English  review 
recently  maintained  that  the  war  of  19 14  was 
desired  by  Germany  not  only  for  military,  but 
also  for  commercial  and  financial  reasons. 
Never  was  a  truer  word  spoken.  Under  the 
influence  of  the  Pangermanist  agitation  Ger- 
man commerce  threw  overboard  that  prudence 
which  has  always  characterised  international 
trade,  took  sides  with  the  war  party,  and  risked 
its  all  on  a  throw  upon  the  blood-stained  dice- 
board  of  Europe. 

For  the  last  half -century  we  have  seen  Ger- 
many in  the  throes  of  an  economic  crisis;  the 
national  debt  had  grown  to  an  enormous 
amount.  Her  insane  expenditure  on  arma- 
ments was  hurrying  the  Germanic  confedera- 
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tion  to  the  verge  of  bankruptcy.  Add  to  this 
the  distressing  factor  of  overpopulation  which 
was  stifling  Germany  behind  her  frontiers,  and 
which  was  partly  responsible  for  her  mighty 
outward  thrust.  Some  solution  had  to  be 
found,  and  the  heads  of  business  houses  across 
the  Rhine  understood  this  when  they  voted 
unanimously  for  war. 

We  ought  to  take  to  heart  Germany's  mili- 
tary and  economic  alliance  in  this  war.  It  is 
not  Christian  charity,  but  biblical  precept, 
which  bids  us  requite,  eye  for  eye  and  tooth  for 
tooth,  the  manifold  sufferings  which  Germany 
brought  upon  us. 

While  Belgium's  sons  are  defending  the  last 
little  corner  of  their  country  that  is  left  to  them, 
we  ought  to  set  to  work  forthwith  to  boycott 
Germany  and  its  trashy  merchandise  with  the 
utmost  severity.  Strange  as  it  may  sound  to 
the  ears  of  her  business  men,  Belgium  must 
belong  once  and  for  all  to  the  Belgians. 

I  have  shown  that  Germany  possesses  the 
valuable  qualities  of  endurance,  obstinacy,  and 
industry.  Once  beaten,  she  will  set  -to  work 
again  and  labour  desperately  to  achieve  her 
moral  and  economic  renaissance.    The  fact 
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that  she  has  been  beaten  will  not  prevent  her 
from  sending  out  her  commercial  travellers  as 
usual  with  their  specious  rubbish,  or  from  doing 
her  best  to  recover  her  former  footing  amongst 
us  and  to  regain  gradually  her  old  ascendancy. 
I  have  proof  of  this.  I  know  for  a  fact  that, 
independently  of  the  business  she  is  doing  in 
the  captured  country,  Germany  is  taking 
measures  already  to  safeguard  her  commercial 
interests  in  case  of  defeat.  There  is  not  a 
single  Belgian  merchant  who  has  not  already 
received  offers  to  supply  goods  from  his  Ger- 
man manufacturers.  For  the  most  part  the 
victim  is  so  frightened  that  he  purchases  a  large 
stock  of  which  he  will  probably  never  be  able 
to  dispose. 

Here  is  proof  in  the  shape  of  an  advertise- 
ment cut  from  the  Kolnische  Zeitung  of 
November  12th: — 

'I  am  back  in  Antwerp  and  continuing  to 
represent  the  interests  of  German  firms.  I 
have  been  established  at  Antwerp  for  twenty- 
five  years,  I  know  the  district  and  the  people, 
and  am  acquainted  with  the  harbour  customs. 
I  am  in  a  position  to  satisfy  all  requirements. 
I  recommend  myself  to  those  firms  who  have 
formed  business  relationships  with  Belgium  and 
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now  wish  to  employ  Germans  as  their  represen- 
tatives. I  can  supply  them  with  recommenda- 
tions of  the  highest  order  from  German  firms/ 

This  advertisement,  on  which  all  comment 
would  be  superfluous,  is  signed  'Ph.  Hemer,' 
a  name  well  known  to  many  people  in  Antwerp. 
He  had  indeed  been  established  at  Antwerp  for 
twenty-five  years,  and  was  well- — too  well — 
acquainted  with  the  town  and  the  fortress.  Ph. 
Hemer  is  not  the  only  man  in  the  trade.  A 
whole  host  of  German  business  men  have 
descended  upon  Belgium  and  are  devoting 
themselves  to  another  kind  of  work,  to  which 
I  should  like  to  call  the  attention  of  my  fellow- 
countrymen.  They  are  trying  to  secure  them- 
selves a  market  with  the  complicity  of  Belgian 
merchants  and  manufacturers  who  are  already 
too  willing  to  lend  the  cover  of  their  name  to 
German-made  goods  which  will  be  offered  to 
their  Belgian  customers  as  home  products. 
German  duplicity  must  be  unmasked,  and  those 
Belgians  pilloried  who  are  preparing  once  more 
to  encourage  these  vile  productions.  If  we 
want  to  boycott  German  goods  for  the  future, 
Belgium  has  but  to  follow  the  example  of 
France,  which  has  just  formed  an  Anti-German 
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League.  To  quote  Pierre  Baudin,  formerly 
Minister  of  Commerce  in  France  : 

'  When  the  Allied  armies  have  dictated  defi- 
nite terms  of  peace  to  the  enemy  on  his  own  soil, 
however  severe  those  terms  may  be  they  will  not 
put  an  end  to  the  war.  It  wrould  be  unpardon- 
able to  shut  our  eyes  to  this  fact.  The  second 
phase,  though  not  so  bloody,  will  be  no  less 
bitter  than  the  first.  Its  results  will  be  life  or 
death  to  our  country,  and  we  shall  then  have 
only  ourselves  to  rely  upon.  Therefore  it  is  not 
premature  to  make  preparations  for  it.  The 
battles  in  this  war  will  be  fought  in  the  fields  of 
trade  and  economics,  and  wTe  know  to  our  cost 
all  the  means  that  Germany  prepared  to  ensure 
herself  the  victory.  For  forty  years,  in  France 
and  in  foreign  countries,  a  systematic  invasion 
of  trade,  manufactures  and  finance  has  been  in 
progress,  effected  in  some  cases  by  open  acts 
of  warfare,  but  for  the  most  part  by  a  secret  and 
persistent  method  of  encroachment.  Once 
peace  has  been  concluded,  we  shall  have  to  face 
the  same  danger.  What  measures  will  the 
authorities  take  to  meet  it  ?  I  will  only  mention 
in  passing  the  suspension  of  German  business 
houses ;  the  least  one  can  say  about  it  is  that  it 
is  bound  to  outstrip  the  conservative  intentions 
of  the  Government.  For  the  moment  we  will 
only  recall  the  amazement  we  all  felt  at  the  dis- 
covery of  this  extraordinary  number  of  enemy 
firms.    We  will  examine  later  the  steps  which 
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the  Government  proposes  to  take  with  regard  to 
persons  naturalised  before  the  war.  In  any 
case  these  measures  are  inadequate,  and  can 
only  be  considered  as  the  preliminary  to  other 
and  really  effective  ones.  But  the  action  of 
the  State  in  this  sort  of  case  is  necessarily 
limited,  and  we  shall  still  have  to  consider  what 
other  methods  to  employ;  but,  while  taking 
care  to  determine  the  causes  of  our  past  weak- 
ness, we  shall  decide  upon  the  precautionary 
measures  which  individuals,  societies  and  cor- 
porations ought  to  take  to  produce  a  lasting- 
effect.  Each  of  us  in  his  separate  sphere  will 
have  to  bind  himself  to  an  unvarying  rule  of 
conduct.  We  shall  need  all  our  vigilance,  all 
our  energy,  and  all  our  strength  if  we  are  to 
gain  the  day.  We  must  all  fight  for  the  same 
end,  economic  revenge.' 

Let  us  take  to  heart  these  words  of  wisdom, 
and  follow  the  lead  of  Russia,  who  is  taking  the 
most  active  steps  to  crush  German  intrigue,  as 
appears  from  a  circular  which  the  Petrograd 
Chamber  of  Commerce  has  just  sent  round  to 
French  business  houses.  This  appeal  has  met 
with  a  generous  response,  and  more  than  five 
hundred  French  and  Russian  merchants, 
manufacturers  and  capitalists  have  offered  their 
assistance  in  considering  methods  of  suppress- 
ing, wherever  possible,  the  German  and  Aus- 
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trian  middlemen  who  prevent  the  French  and 
Russian  merchants  from  treating  directly,  and 
often  become  an  insuperable  obstacle  to  the 
establishment  of  direct  economic  relations  be- 
tween the  two  countries. 

This  work  of  preparation  is  completed.  To 
quote  the  circular  mentioned  above  : 

'  To-day  the  time  for  action  has  arrived. 
Supported  by  the  Government  of  the  French 
Republic  and  the  Imperial  Government,  the 
Russo-French  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
Petrograd  relies  on  the  patriotism  no  less  than 
the  self-interest  of  its  members  and  of  all 
French  and  Russian  merchants  to  aid  it  in  its 
task.5 

It  therefore  begs  French  importers  and  ex- 
porters to  inform  it  in  future  what  articles — 
with  particulars  of  price  and  quantities— they 
are  buying  or  selling  in  Russia,  and  in  which 
they  would  like  to  deal  directly  with  Russian 
houses.  The  Russo-French  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce is  ready  to  satisfy  all  their  requirements. 


CHAPTER  X 


THE  BELGIAN  ANTI-GERMAN  LEAGUE 

The  Belgian  Ligue  Antipangermaniste,  found- 
ed in  191 2,  which  has  made  a  practice  of 
exposing  German  interference  in  Belgium, 
works  wholly  for  Protection.  Three  years  ago  it 
issued  a  despairing  appeal  to  Belgians,  remind- 
ing them  of  the  Ten  Protectionist  Command- 
ments of  the  Pangermanists,  and  proposing 
an  opposition  Anti-Pangermanist  Decalogue, 
which,  alas !  have  not  been  strictly  enough 
kept.  It  is  not  too  late  to-day  to  set  the  two 
documents  side  by  side,  the  first  taken  from  the 
Kolnische  Zeitung,  the  second  from  the  Intran- 
sigeant  politique  et  financier  de  Bruxelles,  the 
official  organ  of  the  Ligue  Antipangermaniste. 

1.  In  your  most  trifling  expenditure  never 
lose  sight  of  the  interests  of  your  coun- 
try and  your  countrymen. 
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2.  Do  not  forget  that  when  you  buy  a  foreign 

article,  even  if  it  only  costs  a  penny,  you 
are  reducing  the  fortune  of  your  country 
by  so  much. 

3.  Never  desecrate  German  soil,  German 

houses,  or  German  factories,  by  the  pre- 
sence and  the  use  of  foreign  machines 
and  implements. 

4.  Never  let  foreign  meat  or  foreign  butter  be 

served  at  your  table.  This  is  prejudi- 
cial both  to  German  cattle-breeders  and 
to  your  own  health,  as  foreign  meat  is 
not  examined  by  German  sanitary  in- 
spectors. 

5.  Write  on  German  paper  with  a  German 

pen,  and  use  German  blotting-paper. 

7.  Dress  only  in  German  materials  and  wear 

only  German  hats. 

8.  German  flour,  German  fruit  and  German 

beer  alone  give  Germans  strength. 

9.  If  you  do  not  like  German  malt  coffee, 

drink  coffee  from  German  colonies ; 
similarly,  if  you  and  your  household 
prefer  chocolate,  or  cocoa  for  the  chil- 
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dren,  see  that  your  cocoa  and  chocolate 
are  of  German  manufacture. 

10.  Do  not  allow  the  boasts  of  foreigners  to 
turn  you  aside  from  these  wise  pre- 
cepts, and  rest  assured,  whatever  they 
may  say,  that  the  best  products,  the  only 
products  worthy  of  a  citizen  of  the  great 
German  Empire,  are  German  products. 

Belgium's  Reply. 

1.  If  a  German  asks  to  be  taken  into  your 

office,  show  him  the  door  at  once.  He 
would  be  a  serpent  in  your  bosom.  After 
working  for  you  gratis  for  six  months 
he  would  leave  you  and  set  up  business 
for  himself,  taking  a  good  many  of  your 
customers  with  him. 

2.  Never  go  into  partnership  with  a  German; 

you  will  get  the  worst  of  it,  for  the 
German  is  a  cheat  and  a  Jew  in  busi- 
ness. 

3.  Never  put  your  money  into  a  German 

bank.  Our  Belgian  banks  are  as  safe, 
and  will  give  you  the  same  advantages. 


RIVAL  DECALOGUES  77 

4.  Never  take  shares  in  any  venture  backed 

by  German  speculators  :  (a)  because 
nine  times  out  of  ten  all  the  preferential 
shares  have  been  absorbed  or  the  capital 
over-subscribed;  (b)  because  our  home 
industries  do  not  derive  one  farthing  of 
benefit  from  these  enterprises.  By  such 
investments  you  are  assisting  the  Kaiser 
and  German  industry  against  Belgian 
industry. 

5.  Never  set  foot  in  German  bazaars,  which 

are  full  of  unspeakable  rubbish,  where 
olive  oil  is  sold  at  i  franc  75  the  litre, 
and  sardines  at  13  centimes  a  box. 

6.  If  a  German  traveller  comes  and  asks  you 

to  buy  articles  cheaper  than  those  sup- 
plied by  Belgian  manufacturers,  put  him 
out  and  don't  listen  to  him.  You  will 
lose  your  customers  if  you  sell  German 
rubbish. 

7.  if  by  any  chance  you  are  obliged  to  do 

business  with  a  German,  show  that  you 
are  the  stronger  man.  The  German  is 
insolent  to  people  weaker  than  himself; 
he  cringes  to  anyone  who  stands  up  to 
him. 
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8.  Do  not  frequent  German  taverns  stinking 

of  stale  sauerkraut  and  pipe-smoke. 
Do  not  make  yourself  stupid  with  drink- 
ing heavy  German  beer  out  of  heavy 
German  glasses.  There  are  plenty  of 
good  Belgian  beershops. 

9.  Do  not  trust  those  who  hide  their  German 

nationality  under  a  Swiss  or  Austrian 
name. 

10.  Do  not  hesitate  to  rebuke  those  Germans 
who  treat  Belgium  as  a  conquered  coun- 
try. If  they  behave  badly,  call  them  to 
order;  if  they  make  too  much  noise  in 
a  public  place,  make  them  be  quiet.  In 
fact,  let  them  knowr  that  the  country 
belongs  to  you,  and  that  you  have  got 
your  wits  about  you. 

Yes,  show  that  you  are  in  your  own  country. 
Show,  above  all,  that  you  are  going  to  stamp 
on  German  insolence  and  German  aspirations 
to  world-power  because  they  are  a  danger  to 
civilisation.  Remember  that  your  peace  will 
always  be  menaced,  that  there  will  never  be  an 
end  to  the  growth  of  armaments,  unless  you 
have  done  your  share,  however  small  it  may  be, 
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in  bringing  about  Germany's  economic  down- 
fall, which  will  entail  also  the  downfall  of  the 
German  united  monarchy.  Until  Germany  has 
been  reduced  once  more  to  what  Voltaire  called 
a  1  republic  of  princes/  that  is,  an  amorphous 
federation  of  principalities,  duchies  and  inde- 
pendent cities,  I  maintain  that  the  German 
peril  will  continue  to  exist. 


CHAPTER  XI 


WHAT  WE  MAY  EXPECT  FROM  PUBLIC  AND  PRIVATE 
ENTERPRISE 

What  measures  shall  we  take  to-morrow  to 
prevent  Germany's  invasion  of  our  trade? 
This  is  a  difficult  question  to  answer.  Ought 
we  to  legislate;  or  ought  we  to  leave  things 
as  they  are  and  trust  to  the  effects  of  boycotting 
by  individuals  ? 

In  my  opinion  the  second  solution  ought  to 
be  completed  by  the  first.  Individuals  are  not 
capable  of  organising  a  boycott  of  Austro- 
German  goods  with  the  necessary  strictness. 
The  behaviour  of  France  after  1870  is  typical 
in  this  respect,  and  her  weakness  and  incon- 
sistency has  paved  the  way  for  the  invasion  of 
1 9 14.  A  short  pamphlet  on  German  espionage 
in  France  has  simply  staggered  me  :  in  spite 
of  their  hatred  of  the  Germans,  the  French  had 
allowed  them  to  occupy  their  chief  strategic 
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positions  and  their  vitally  important  outlets. 
The  districts  through  which  the  German  armies 
would  have  to  pass,  which  had  been  marked  for 
some  time,  were  covered  with  German  fac- 
tories :  German  farms  spread  over  the  eastern 
regions  :  there  were  factories  at  Dijon,  Besan- 
gon,  Montferrand  and  Belfort :  quarries  and 
chemical  works  in  the  north,  and  blast-furnaces 
and  places  of  call  on  the  west  coast.  This 
proves  that  private  enterprise  is  only  a  secon- 
dary consideration  in  the  measures  we  shall 
have  to  take  to-morrow. 

It  is  clear  that  we  cannot  undertake  to  bar 
our  frontiers  strictly  to  the  Germans.  Certain 
German  industries  would  be  difficult  to  replace, 
and  we  cannot  with  a  stroke  of  the  pen  rule 
out  from  our  trade  list  all  traffic  with  indepen- 
dent States  across  the  Rhine. 

But  above  all  we  must  guard  against  Austro- 
German  trade,  manufactures  or  finance  serving 
as  a  cloak  to  strategic  operations.  German 
trade  must  either  be  honest,  clean  and  loyal, 
like  that  of  the  Allies,  or  else  there  must  be  a 
scrupulously  strict  law  with  the  power  of  pro- 
hibiting it  entirely.  Austrians  and  Germans 
must  no  longer  be  able  to  practise  espionage 
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and  beat  us  in  trade  at  the  same  time.  It 
therefore  becomes  necessary  to  modify  or  to 
cancel  all  commercial  treaties  favourable  to 
Germany.  There  must  be  fresh  duties  on 
imported  goods,  and  transport  facilities  must 
be  granted  to  German  producers  either  by  the 
State  or  by  private  companies.  On  the  other 
hand,  these  adverse  measures  will  facilitate  the 
business  relations  of  Belgium  with  the  Allies. 
There  will  be  law  forbidding  Germans  and 
Austrians  to  carry  on  business  in  Belgium  with- 
out the  participation  of  Belgians  in  the  direc- 
tion or  management  of  the  concern,  in  a  degree 
proportionate  to  its  importance :  that  is, 
German  or  Austrian  businesses  will  be  placed 
under  the  control  of  the  State. 

This  seems  to  me  adequate  protection  for  our 
national  interests.  We  shall  not  be  unneces- 
sarily insistent  about  the  measures  to  be  taken 
by  the  Government  as  soon  as  Belgian  terri- 
tory has  been  vacated ;  to  wit,  regulations  with 
respect  to  the  foreigners  stationed  in  Belgium ; 
prohibition  of  business  relations  with  German 
or  Austro-Hungarian  subjects  until  the  de- 
claration of  peace;  and  detention  of  Austro- 
Hungarian  subjects.    We  are  convinced  that 
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the  Government  will  do  its  duty  properly; 
only  we  hope  that  regulations  for  the  subjects 
of  enemy  countries  will  apply  equally  to 
Austrians  and  Germans  naturalised  in  Belgium. 
We  shall  have  to  do  our  utmost  to  get  the  law 
on  this  subject  annulled,  in  so  far  as  it  con- 
cerns our  enemies.  The  war  of  1914  has 
shown  up  Germany's  methods  too  clearly,  to 
the  minutest  details  of  the  organisation  of  her 
preparations  for  war.  It  has  been  proved  that 
a  considerable  majority  of  those  who  organised 
these  preparations  were  naturalised  Germans. 

In  those  naturalised  subjects,  and  they  are 
many,  who  have  retained  their  love  for  their 
country,  naturalisation  is  only  a  hypocritical 
cloak.  Also,  for  Germans,  naturalisation  is 
only  valid  when  they  are  abroad.  Once  back 
in  Germany  they  recover  their  true  nationality, 
and  all  their  civil  rights,  thanks  to  the  Del- 
briick  Law,  which  was  passed  by  Germany  on 
the  22nd  of  July,  191 3.  This  law  gives  Ger- 
mans the  right  to  become  naturalised,  while 
retaining  their  original  nationality.  6  We  are 
happy  to  state?  said  Baron  von  Richthofen  in 
the  Reichstag,  c  that  this  scheme  allows  Ger- 
mans^ who  from  business  motives  are  obliged 
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to  adopt  a  foreign  nationality,  to  retain  their 
imperial  nationality'  And  he  rejoices  in  the 
thought  that,  thanks  to  this  privilege,  Germans 
will  be  able  to  'act  on  the  London  Stock  Ex- 
change/ The  cynicism  of  this  statement  is 
striking,  and  wonderfully  in  accordance  with 
German  ideals.  As  for  the  Delbriick  Law,  it 
is  nothing  but  an  instance  of  German  duplicity, 
which  has  been  so  often  exemplified  in  the  war 
of  1914. 

I  consider  that  the  Government  must  have 
a  weapon  against  fraudulent  naturalisation  by 
Germans,  and  this  weapon  must  be  a  law 
empowering  the  authorities  to  cancel  the 
naturalisation  of  those  Germans  who  have 
betrayed  the  all  too  generous  country  of  their 
adoption.  The  whole  of  Belgian  law  on 
naturalisation  henceforth  will  have  to  be 
thoroughly  remodelled. 

This  is  what  we  have  a  right  to  expect  from 
public  enterprise  to  protect  Belgium  in  the 
future  from  fresh  attacks  from  abroad.  Indi- 
vidual Belgians  can  do  the  rest,  according  as 
their  hatred  or  jealousy  dictate,  and  I  think  that 
private  enterprise  will  second  the  Government 
measures  efficiently. 
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For  instance,  I  shall  charge  the  Belgian 
Ligue  Antipangermaniste,  with  the  help  of 
similar  organisations,  to  expose  systematically 
any  undue  part  that  the  German  element  may 
play  in  the  commercial  activity  of  the  country. 
To  this  end  it  will  establish  offices  with  the  duty 
of  safeguarding  our  national  interests  and 
helping  to  fight  Austrian  and  German  compe- 
tition. It  will  be  always  reminding  us  of  this 
terrible  war  and  the  stealthy  preparations  for 
it,  and  the  literature  it  publishes  will  be  vivid 
and  arresting.  It  will  be  able  to  show  each 
purchaser  and  each  consumer  that  he  has  the 
wonderful  power  of  suppressing  the  German 
peril  for  ever.  Will  he  fail  to  protect  future 
generations  from  the  martyrdom  he  is  enduring 
to-day  ? 
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